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On behalf of everyone connected to The GORSE Academies  
Trust I should like to take the opportunity to welcome you to Elliott 
Hudson College. The establishment of the college is one of the most 
exciting developments that we have seen within the Trust in recent years.

We were amazed to have so many students choose 
to join us in our first three years of operation and we 
know that there has been even more interest for the 
year to come. In developing the concept of Elliott 
Hudson College, we were determined to ensure that 
we established an institution which would challenge 
the status quo across the city region. The college  
is unashamedly academic and is, we believe, playing 
a significant part in raising standards of achievement 
for 16 to 18 year olds - and in ensuring that young 
people from our city, including those from areas of 
significant deprivation, secure qualifications which 
unlock the doors of the best universities  
and employers in the world.

Sir John Townsley  
Executive Principal

WELCOME

A CULTURE 
OF EXCELLENCE

Despite significant national changes to A Level examinations I am delighted that our first set of results were 
truly outstanding and demonstrate that the progress of students at the college is exceptional. We simply 
believe that with hard work, a supportive culture and great teaching, all students can succeed. It is those 
foundations that underpin our college: hard work, supportive culture and great teaching. Together they 
allow students to achieve academic qualifications which support their progression to world class universities 
and careers of choice and significance. 

At Elliott Hudson College, we understand that there are no shortcuts or easy fixes. We aim to provide  
the very best academic education possible, in facilities that are second to none - and I hope that you want  
to join us. 

With my best wishes

David G. Holtham  
Principal

Welcome to Elliott Hudson College. I hope that our prospectus 
gives you a flavour of what our community is like, but to get a  

true feel for the college I urge you to come and visit us. You can 
either attend one of our open events or make an appointment to see  

the college during a typical working day. I know that you will be impressed.
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Our mission is to ensure that young 
people in the Leeds city region 
enjoy access to truly inspirational 
academic post-16 education. We 
do this by creating a culture that 
demands and supports excellence. 
By focusing on pride and quality  
in all aspects of the student’s 
work and achievements, we 
are committed to providing the 
platform for students to achieve 
their best, and to progress with 
confidence to the next stage  
of their lives.

INSPIRING  
AMBITION
We believe in all of our 
students and their ability to  
achieve the very best in life.  
We will push our students to 
aim for the best and make a 
lasting contribution to our 
community, daring to 
achieve beyond what 
they are today.

CELEBRATING 
DIFFERENCE

We embrace, value and  
celebrate all members of our 
community. We create a safe 
and welcoming environment 

for all.

PUTTING  
STUDENTS FIRST
Student success sits at the 
heart of every decision we take. 
All colleagues are committed to 
raising standards for all in  
our community.

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS
We recognise that success comes 

from dedicated academic study 
rather than talent. We want 

our students, regardless 
of their starting  

point or context,  
to succeed 

beyond what 
they believe 

they can. 

BUILDING 
SELF-BELIEF

We adopt a 
no-excuses culture

that encourages students 
to adopt a can-do attitude. 

Mistakes are encouraged as  
learning from these mistakes  

shows what we can achieve if  
we show belief and determination. 

OUR MISSION CORE AIMS
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EXCEPTIONAL  
A LEVEL RESULTS

EHC uses a system called 
Alps to measure the 
overall performance of 
students in the college. 
It measures the progress 
that students have made 
from their starting point, 
which is calculated from 
the grades they gain  
at GCSE.

Encouragingly, EHC is in approximately the top 15%  
of providers, close to an Alps score of 2, which would 
place the college in the top 10% of providers nationally 
– a goal the college is aiming towards for August 2018.
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Alps calculates the grades that they would be 
expected to get at A Level (given their starting  
point) against the grades they actually achieved.  
This produces a ‘Quality Indicator’ score for the 
college. We gained a score of 1.00 in August 2017.

The Alps system then ranks every college in order 
from the college that achieved the best QI score, 
down to the college that achieved the worst.

OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENTS

Sienna Henry Fisher - A*A*A 
Next year: University of Leeds, Law

Georgia Jones – A*A*A 
Next year: University of Leeds, Mathematics

Matthew Hemmins - A*AA 
Next year: University of York, History and Economics

Omotola Omisakin – A*AA 
Next year: University of Leeds, Medicine

Eve Rogerson – A*AA 
Next year: University of Leeds, Maths

Alicia Stanley – A*AA 
Next year: University of York, Psychology

Brittany Sykes – A*AA 
Next year: Durham University, Primary Education

Charlotte Turner – A*AA 
Next year: University of Leeds, Law

Anna Wilby – A*AA 
Next year: University of Leeds, Geography

Alex Best – A*AA 
Next year: University of Birmingham, Human Biology

Jack Shooter – AAA 
Next year: Loughborough University, Aerospace Engineering

Rebecca Firth - AAA 
Next year: Lancaster University, Psychology

Lorna Gale - AAA 
Next year: Queen’s University Belfast, Criminology

Owen Hickman - AAA 
Next year: University of Sheffield,  
Computer Science & Artificial Intelligence

Miles Latham - AAA 
Next year: Loughborough University,  
Mechanical Engineering

Christian Lee - AAA 
Next year: University of Birmingham, Human Biology

Steffi Njoya - AAA 
Next year: Keele University, Pharmacy

Chloe Whiteley - AAA 
Next year: Newcastle University, Law

Krystian Smolarek
Next year: 
London School of Economics 
Economics

A* A* A* A*

George Barrass
Next year: 
Loughborough University 
Aeronautical Engineering

A* A* A* 

Petr Dostal
Next year: 
University of Cambridge 
Medicine

A* A* A* 

Jayan Lilapurwala
Next year: 
Loughborough University 
Automotive Engineering

A* A* A* 
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Aneesha Khan

Health and Social (Double) B
Health and Social (Single) B
Sociology  B

Next year: 
Leeds University 
Criminology and Criminal  
Justice Studies

Lily Chapman

Geography A
Mathematics A
Physics  B

Next year: 
Lancaster University 
Engineering

Connor Dargan

Business A*
Economics C
Geography  B

Next year: 
University of Leeds 
Business Management

Charlotte McLaughlin

Geography B
Psychology A
Sociology A

Next year: 
University of Liverpool 
Sociology

Jake Mozier

Biology A
Business B
Chemistry A

Next year: 
University of Huddersfield 
Marketing

Jack Shooter

Economics A
Physics A
Mathematics A

Next year: 
Loughborough University 
Aerospace Engineering

Alicia Farish

Biology B
Film Studies A
Media Studies A

Next year: 
Leeds Beckett University 
Film Making

Olivia Bower

Film Studies B
Sociology B
Travel and Tourism B

Next year: 
Leeds Beckett University 
Film Making

Louise Varley

English Literature B
Film Studies A*
History A
Politics A

Next year: 
University of Lancaster 
History, Philosophy and Politics

Matthew Pryke

Economics A
Further Mathematics B
Mathematics A*

Next year: 
University of Nottingham 
Mathematics

Charlotte Washington

English Language B
Media Studies A
Sociology A*

Next year: 
Newcastle University 
Media Communications  
and Cultural Studies

OTHER LOCAL SCHOOLS PREVIOUS SCHOOL: COCKBURN SCHOOL

PREVIOUS SCHOOL: THE MORLEY ACADEMYPREVIOUS SCHOOL: THE FARNLEY ACADEMY

PREVIOUS SCHOOL: THE BRUNTCLIFFE ACADEMY

Kahina Abbott

Business C
Sociology A
Spanish A

Next year: 
University of Leeds 
Spanish

Steffi Njoya 
Previous school: Cardinal Heenan 
Catholic High School

Biology A
Chemistry A
Mathematics A

Next year: 
Keele University 
Pharmacy

Reece Bedford 
Previous school: St John Fisher

Chemistry A
ICT A
Mathematics  A

Next year: 
Lancaster University 
Chemical Engineering

Omotola Omisakin 
Previous school: Leeds East Academy

Biology A*
Chemistry A
Mathematics A

Next year: 
University of Leeds 
Medicine

Megan-Louise Cook

Art and Design  B
History B
ICT C

Next year: 
Plymouth College of Art 
Game Arts

Jaanvi Lilapurwala

English Literature B
Law A*
Psychology A

Next year: 
University of York 
Law

PREVIOUS SCHOOL: SWALLOW HILL COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SUCCESS 
STORIES

Elliott Hudson CollegeElliott Hudson College
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Teaching and learning at EHC is centred on three core ideas: 
engagement, personalisation and assessment. By ensuring that 
these sit at the heart of what we do, the college ensures that all 
students enjoy academic success, and the personal development 
needed to confidently take the next step after their two years  
at Elliott Hudson College.

TEACHING  
AND LEARNING

ENGAGEMENT
Our primary goal is to ensure that our students achieve their best. Students who are 
engaged with their learning - those who buy into the teaching they receive at EHC - 
are most likely to succeed. Therefore our teachers ensure the learning opportunities 
offered spark their students’ enthusiasm. A college can only meet the needs of 
its students if it understands their individual context: what drives and motivates 
them; what their interests and goals are; and how to stretch and challenge them 
appropriately to achieve the highest levels of success. EHC strives to engage 
students to develop an individual student’s love of learning.

PERSONALISATION
EHC prides itself on personalising the learning experience for all students.  
Along with classroom teachers, the Progress Tutor plays a pivotal role in achieving 
this. By using information shared by teachers, strategies are put in place that are 
successful in improving outcomes for students. By sharing such information across 
all subjects and teaching staff, learning is personalised for each student, and his  
or her progress is ultimately enhanced. Most students see their teachers every day 
during timetabled lessons; this means teachers and students work collaboratively 
and teachers are able to personalise learning to ensure each student has access  
to the things that he or she needs to succeed.

ASSESSMENT
Regular assessment is a cornerstone of daily academic life at EHC; this is not  
to say that students are bombarded with exams and tests, or unduly put under 
pressure. The opposite in fact: our students are assessed regularly to ensure they 
are well aware of their progress in all of their subjects, using this as a springboard  
to ensure they are given every opportunity to achieve their best. Regular 
assessment ensures that there is a consistent and regular identification of student 
needs, and it pervades all aspects of college life. Every three weeks, individual 
teaching staff, Heads of Faculty, Heads of Alliance, Progress Tutors and the Senior 
Leadership Team collaboratively review the progress of each individual student 
towards meeting their targets and learning goals. Assessment data are used  
to drive conversations with Progress Tutors so that progress can be reviewed,  
to ensure ultimate success.

12
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OUR PLEDGE
Elliott Hudson College is committed to supporting its students in achieving their full potential, both in terms 
of qualifications and their future opportunities. We therefore pledge that we will:

SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE

• Care for students’ safety and happiness

• Support students to achieve their full potential

• Build positive relationships with students to 
achieve high standards of work and behaviour 
through a developed sense of responsibility

• Keep students and parents/carers informed  
about college matters and the progress each 
student is making

• Be open and welcoming at all times and offer 
opportunities for all to become involved in the 
daily life of the college

• Provide opportunities for students to discuss their 
future with experienced, well-informed, qualified 
and impartial careers staff 

• Keep students and parents/carers up to date with 
relevant information regarding national changes 
to the educational landscape.

ALLIANCES
Each student at EHC is placed in an Alliance.  
The Alliances were named by the first ever EHC 
students after inspirational figures: Luther King, 
Earhart, Yousafzai and Hawking. Inspiring students 
through community spirit lies at the heart of the 
Alliance System. Each Alliance has a Head of 
Alliance who is integral to day-to-day college life, 
and will ensure that students are provided with an 
exciting range of opportunities within the Alliance 
System. By becoming an active member of their 
Alliance students will find that they make new 
friends, enjoy college to the full, and gain skills that 
are imperative for their future career aspirations. 

The Student Alliance Body will also be critical  
in supporting ‘Alliance events’. These encompass 
a range of academic and sporting challenges 
designed to seek out and reward the Alliance  
which ultimately demonstrates all-round ability  
and, most importantly, outstanding participation  
and team-work. An Alliance assembly will be held 
each week where students will have the opportunity 
to engage in discussions and learn more about the 
issues that affect young people. Assemblies are  
also a time to celebrate diversity and learn more 
about different cultures and faiths.

PERSONAL PROGRESS TUTOR
A student’s time throughout sixth form can be 
extremely demanding and students need someone 
to help in supporting, guiding and tracking their 
progress. At EHC each student has a Personal 
Progress Tutor. This is a member of staff who is 
solely dedicated to the pastoral care and wellbeing 
of students at EHC. They act as the first port of  
call for both parents/carers and students regarding 
progress, attainment and behaviour. In addition 
to monitoring student progress and wellbeing in 
lessons, the Progress Tutor team analyse student 
data regularly to assess whether students are on 
track. They also work very closely with all teaching 
staff to help provide effective and swift intervention, 
to get students who need such support back  
on track.
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GUIDANCE TUTORIALS
Dedicated tutors deliver the Post-18 Planning 
Programme and will closely monitor achievement 
and attendance. Guidance sessions are held each 
week for one hour. Tutors will support with all 
applications for higher education, further training, 
or employment, helping to create an outstanding 
personal statement and reference.

The guidance programme aims to ensure that 
students leave EHC fully prepared for the challenges 
of life after A Levels. Therefore a focus will be placed 
on helping to develop students’ knowledge of the 
wider world, as well as developing skills that are 
integral to leading a happy and successful life. The 
list below shows some of the topics that will be 
included in the guidance programme:

• Study skills – bridging the gap between  
Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 and how  
to be an effective post-16 learner

• Revision skills

• Post-18 progression

• UCAS applications – how the process works  
and writing a competitive personal statement

• Student finance

• Mock interviews and presentations

• Gap year pathways

• Managing your finances and how to live on  
a budget

• Sexual, mental and physical health 

• Celebration of equality and diversity 

• Spirituality and faith 

• Healthy relationships

• Driver safety

• National Citizenship Service 

• Mindfulness and motivation 

• Democracy and exploring issues in politics.

CELEBRATING EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY
EHC is fully committed to ensuring that all students 
achieve their full potential in a safe and welcoming 
environment. Promoting equality and celebrating 
diversity are central to our core values. All of our 
staff  and governors are dedicated to ensuring that 
equality, diversity and inclusion are fully embedded 
into all college practices.

STUDENT SERVICES
Students have a dedicated Student Services desk 
that is ‘womanned’ at all times. Its role is to support 
the college in administering attendance, praise, 
discipline and achievement data, and it is often 
the first port of call for all students’ and parents’/
carers’ enquiries. Student Services supports all 
applications for: bus passes; the 16-19 Bursary; jobs 
and apprenticeships; university entrance via UCAS; 
and all applications made by students for a place  
at EHC.

LEARNING SUPPORT
All teaching and support staff at EHC are trained in 
supporting learners with additional learning needs 
and we have specialist leaders who have expertise 
in supporting students with: Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders, dyslexia, dyspraxia, ADHD, mobility 
difficulties, and other learning difficulties.

Please can we ask that any additional needs of 
students are declared at the start of the course 
so that the college can fulfil its responsibilities in 
making any adjustments needed.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
EHC recognises that supporting students financially 
through post-16 education can be difficult for a 
number of families. We therefore can offer financial 
support through the 16-19 Bursary scheme to 
support students with their educational needs. 
These needs will vary greatly from student to 
student, but could include some/all of the following: 
transport, food, educational books and materials, 
laptops, course-related trips, UCAS applications and 
Open Day costs, exam re-sit fees, sport activities, 
and professional membership fees.

Entitlement to the bursary is linked to household 
income, benefits received, or any form of financial 
hardship. Full details of the 16-19 Bursary can be 
found later in the prospectus and on the college 
website (www.elliotthudsoncollege.ac.uk).
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Beyond the qualifications curriculum, EHC provides an exceptional enrichment 
package for all our students. At EHC we believe that students should have plenty  
of opportunities to access a range of activities that will enrich a traditional  
academic curriculum. 

Providing trips and excursions for students can not only boost academic success but also inspire life-long 
passion and enthusiasm in a given area. EHC provides truly outstanding experiences for students outside  
the classroom. As well as some of the once-in-a-lifetime experiences detailed below, EHC aims to offer  
the following visits throughout curriculum areas:

• Oxford University labs and the Jodrell Bank 
observatory

• Big Bang Science Fair, Birmingham NEC

• Media City, Manchester

• Houses of Parliament

• West Yorkshire Playhouse

• The Supreme Court

• Leeds Crown Court

• London Art Gallery Tour

• Snowdonia

• Malham Tarn Field Studies Centre, Malham

• Music-led trip in Europe

• Universities such as Leeds, Leicester,  
Cambridge, Oxford and Huddersfield

• Choir 

• Creative photography

• Student investor 
challenge

• Young Enterprise 

• Bank of England 
Challenge

• AMP Awards

• Table tennis

• Chemistry club

• Men’s football

• World Challenge

• Junior and Senior 
Maths Challenge

• Languages

• School drama 
production

• EHC magazine

• EHC TV

• Applying for a career 
in health and clinical 
professions

• Public speaking

• European board 
games

• Spoken word poetry

• Running club

• Women’s football

• Debate society

• Badminton

• Men’s rugby

• ‘Fight Club’: how to 
fight your worries 

• Fitness classes

• V-inspired – the power 
of volunteering

• Basketball

• Women’s rugby 

• Duke of Edinburgh – 
Bronze/Silver/Gold

• National Citizenship 
Service

• Netball

• Dance

A student’s time in post-16 is one that we hope 
they will look back on fondly, due to the range of 
experiences they undergo. We work closely with 
different curriculum areas, and local, national and 
international communities to make a student’s 
experience as rich as possible.

Taking part in these experiences not only develops 
personal and social skills, but provides opportunities 
for students to expand their social circle and benefit 
from being part of a team and the wider  
EHC community.

ENRICHMENT AND EXPERIENCES

In the competitive higher education and 
employment market, successful students are  
often the ones who have gained such a broad 
experience, and really demonstrated that they  
have made the most of their time in sixth form.

Each Wednesday afternoon, the timetable is 
dedicated to enrichment opportunities and  
the following will give you a flavour of some  
of the opportunities on offer at EHC: DUKE OF EDINBURGH

The Duke of Edinburgh award is 
an excellent way to develop skills 
and experiences you might not 
otherwise be exposed to. One of 
the most memorable parts of the 
award is planning and carrying 
out an expedition which will 
involve hiking and camping. The 
award also involves volunteering, 
taking part in a physical activity, 
and developing skills in an area 
of your choice, such as ICT, music 
or cookery. People who take part 
in DofE often say it is one of the 
most memorable experiences of 
their time in education.

NATIONAL CITIZEN SERVICE
EHC is strongly committed to 
developing students who are 
active citizens and who make 
a positive contribution to their 
communities. Alongside the 
volunteering opportunities we 
offer through the enrichment 
programme we also have strong 
links with the National Citizen 
Service. This is a programme 
which involves a week meeting 
new people and taking on 
exciting challenges at an outdoor 
activity centre, a week developing 
new skills on a residential trip,  
and two weeks carrying out  
a social action project to make  
a difference to the world  
around you. 

SKI TRIP
In February 2017, we took 20 
students on a ski trip to Sunday 
River on the East Coast of the 
USA. This will involve five days’ 
skiing across 820 acres and 
evenings packed full of activities 
such as bowling and ice skating. 
The group then headed to New 
York City to have an evening 
meal at Bubba Gump’s shrimp 
restaurant followed by a night/ 
day to explore the city, including 
various tourist sites such as the 
Empire State Building and  
Times Square.
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THE GORSE ACADEMIES 
TRUST ROWING PROGRAMME
Two years ago, a new £1.1 million rowing 
facility was built at Stourton on the 
River Aire. The Gorse Academies Trust 
is at the centre of this exciting sporting 
opportunity. 

In the last year, Elliott Hudson has taken 
on a full time rowing coach and built a 
sixth form performance squad. Since 
September 2017, with the move to the 
college’s new premises bringing with it 
first-class land training facilities to match 
those found at the boathouse, EHC 
students now have access to a rowing 
programme that is second to none.

Since September 2017, with the move 
to the college’s new premises bringing 
with it first-class land training facilities to 
match those found at the boathouse, EHC 
students now have access to a rowing 
programme that is second to none.

You don’t need to have rowed before. 
You don’t even need to consider yourself 
an athlete. You will be starting from 
scratch just like everyone else. At the 
Gorse Boat Club, we will gradually and 
carefully build your technique, fitness 
and mental strength. 

In an exciting partnership with the 
University of Leeds, Gorse students will 
receive world class sport science support 
in areas such as nutrition, biomechanics, 
psychology and mechanical engineering. 

Leeds University is looking to develop 
local talent so you will get the chance to 
train alongside Leeds University athletes 
and maybe join that programme when 
you graduate.

Elliott Hudson College Elliott Hudson College
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THE CURRICULUM

The EHCSU is the organisation that represents the interests of all students within 
the college. Elected by the students, committee members will ensure that the views 
and opinions of all EHC students are listened to and represented. The EHCSU works 
closely with college professionals to continually develop the college and improve  
the students’ overall experience.

The EHCSU exists to improve the following key areas of college life:

• Campaigning, educating and advising on student issues

• Delivering quality social space and service in the college

• Representing the views of different subject areas

• Encouraging students to interact through cultural, recreational and social groups and activities

• Celebrating equality and diversity within the student body.

The structure of the EHCSU Committee is outlined below. However, all students are encouraged to get 
involved and become a representative of the Union throughout their time at EHC by representing the 
college at sporting, cultural and promotional events.

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer

Sports 
and extra-
curricular

Social and
welfare

Fundraising
and charities

Curriculum
and facilities

ELLIOTT HUDSON COLLEGE  
STUDENTS’ UNION (EHCSU)

LEVELS AND QUALIFICATIONS 
The courses on offer at EHC will 
allow students to gain either Level 2 
or Level 3 qualifications. Depending 
on prior attainment at Key Stage 4, 
students will either select all Level 3 
qualifications or a blend of Level 2  
and Level 3.

• Level 3 courses: A Levels and Level 
3 vocational/technical qualifications

• Level 2 courses: GCSE English and 
GCSE Maths. If you have not gained 
a grade 4 in either GCSE English or 
Maths you must continue to study 
to gain that qualification throughout 
your time at EHC.

CURRICULUM CHANGES FROM SEPTEMBER 2015
From 2015 all AS and A Level qualifications are in the process of 
being reformed. The main aspect of this reform is that AS (Year 12) 
and A2 (Year 13) qualifications have been ‘decoupled’. This means 
that they are stand-alone qualifications where attainment at AS 
does not have any impact on the final A Level Grade at the end 
of Year 13. Content that is assessed at the end of Year 12 in the AS 
will be assessed again at the end of Year 13 as part of the A Level. 

Due to these changes, EHC has made the decision that students 
will not sit the AS qualification and will only be assessed in 
external examinations for the A Level at the end of Year 13. 

Below is the typical programme of study for an EHC student  
each week:

• 3 A Level courses selected – 5 hours of contact time per  
subject = 15 hours

• Extended Project Qualification or AS Core Maths –  
2 hours of contact time, 3 hours non-contact time per week

• Weekly Guidance session and/or assembly – 1 hour

• Enrichment – Wednesday from 1.15pm

22
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HOW IS THIS ASSESSED?
Project management skills are the most important part of the assessment of this qualification.  
A good final product is evidence that you have managed the project well, but the essay or artefact  
is not marked on its own.

Marks are awarded for many aspects of project management including:

• Planning

• Preparation

• Research

• Critical reading and thinking skills

• Review and evaluation

• Presentation skills

All students at Elliott Hudson College will complete the EPQ within their first year. 
We believe that equipping students with this qualification will help to make them a 
competitive applicant for universities, higher level apprenticeships and employment 
opportunities. In addition completing an EPQ will help you develop a wide variety  
of important skills.

WHAT IS THE EPQ?
The EPQ is a project management qualification. It is the equivalent of half an A Level with an A* grade 
available. The project is chosen, planned and managed completely independently by the student. You have  
a choice of writing a 5000 word essay on a topic of your choice, or producing an artefact and writing a 1000 
word supporting report outlining the project process. In both cases you will also complete a log book which 
records the process of planning and managing the project.

Almost any topic that you are interested in can become a project. 

Past examples of questions are given below.

• Do video games cause violence?
• To what extent does mindfulness have  
 a measurable and positive effect on  
 college students?
• Is time travel possible?
• ’The Pankhurst sisters were the most  
 important figures in the suffragette  
 movement.’ To what extent is this true?
• Should firearms be banned in the USA? 

• The design and creation of an activity   
 book to help dyslexic children aged 5-7.
• Can student war game players make 
 their own gameboard to industry 
 standard?
• Can a classically trained singer give a 
 convincing performance of a pop song?
• What is the best way to create a scale 
 model of a Formula 1 racing car?

ESSAYS: ARTEFACTS:

EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION (EPQ)

Students can research 
something they are really 
interested in but would not 
normally study. It develops 
research, study and project 
management skills. It can be 
a chance to explore possible 
career or university options.

It shows that students have 
wider interests and gives 
them something to discuss 
in interviews. It can be based 
around career interests.  
It demonstrates considerable 
project management skills.

To ‘show off’ to universities, 
particularly where  
interviews are involved  
or on competitive courses.  
It will always be looked on 
favourably. It may form part  
of an offer, particularly an  
offer based on points.

WHAT BENEFITS DOES THE EPQ HAVE?

FOR STUDENTS FOR EMPLOYERS FOR UNIVERSITIES

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE
The EPQ course is made up of three  
different elements:

1. Your independent planning and management  
of the project. This includes independent 
research and creating and evaluating your  
final product, as well as keeping a record  
of your progress in the log book.

2. A taught skills element where your EPQ  
teacher will help you to develop the skills 
necessary for successfully completing an EPQ.

3. Discussions with your supervisor about  
your specific project. These conversations  
are opportunities for you to discuss and get 
advice on your ideas.

You will have two timetabled EPQ 
lessons a week which is when the taught 
skills will be delivered and when you will 
have the majority of discussions with 
your supervisor. You will be expected  
to allocate a further three lessons a week 
to working on your EPQ independently.
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CORE MATHS
Core Maths is a new Level 3 course for students who achieve a Grade C or above  
in GCSE Maths. For those students not wishing to study A Level Mathematics,  
the qualification is designed to prepare students for the mathematical demands  
of work, study and life.

Core Maths is a two-year course which will give  
a qualification with the same UCAS points as an  
AS Level.

The course has been developed with employers, 
universities and professional bodies as valuable 
preparation for higher education and employment.

It has been designed to maintain and develop 
real-life maths skills. Our course includes a financial 
maths element. 

Core Maths supports the mathematical elements  
of the following courses. Therefore, EHC will discuss 
the suitability of students taking Core Maths if they 
study two or more of the following subjects:

• Biology

• Chemistry

• Physics

• Geography

• Business Studies

• Economics

• Psychology 

The skills developed in the study of mathematics 
are increasingly important in the workplace and 
in higher education; studying Core Maths will help 
you keep up those essential skills. Most students 
who study Maths after GCSE improve their career 
choices and increase their earning potential.

Core Maths is a new course but already universities 
such as Bath, York, Loughborough and many others 
have come out in strong support of it. Even subjects 
like History now recognise the importance of 
statistics and so a Core Maths qualification will help 
you hit the ground running at university.

Many employers such as Nestlé and Crossrail are 
also firmly behind the Core Maths qualification. 
Many roles in today’s workplace require high levels 
of budget management and problem-solving skills; 
Core Maths will be a useful tool in equipping you 
with these skills.

During your interview, a discussion will be held 
to determine which of Core Maths or the EPQ 
qualification will be the best aid for your success  
in the future.

To explore the potential of this qualification,  
visit www.core-maths.org. 

COURSE INFORMATION
• 2 year course. Two exams at the end of the  

two years, gaining a Level 3 qualification in  
AQA Mathematical Studies (Core Maths).

• Paper 1 - Core Content - 1.5 hours -  
50% of qualification - 60 marks.

• Paper 2 - Statistical Techniques - 1.5 hours -  
50% of qualification - 60 marks.

Elliott Hudson College Elliott Hudson College
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The college commitment to students:

Quality of Teaching
We will ensure that your teaching is of the 
highest possible quality in all subject areas. 
Lessons are designed to challenge you and  
take you out of your comfort zone. You will  
be set challenging and aspirational minimum 
grade expectations.

Assessment and Feedback
You will receive a model of sixth form teaching 
that is focused upon the requirements of your 
examinations. Very regular assessments will 
ensure that you are clear about the progress 
that you are making. Feedback will be clear 
about the strengths that you have and the steps 
that you need to take to improve. Examples of 
top quality work will be used to reinforce the 
characteristics of high grade performance. 

Positive Support
You will be given support and encouragement to 
overcome any barriers you experience.  
The staff at EHC will treat you as an individual 
and take the time to get to know you and ensure 
you are well cared for. You will receive the 
support of a Personal Progress Tutor who  
will work with you to ensure you achieve your 
minimum expected grades and provide care  
to ensure your personal wellbeing.

Progression Focused
We will ensure that we prepare you for  
the next stage of your education, training  
or employment. We will provide high quality 
careers education, information and guidance  
to help you make informed choices about  
your future.

Independence
You will be given challenging, independent work 
to do which will deepen your understanding of 
each subject you study. You will be provided 
with an essential reading list to expand the 
breadth of your understanding. We will provide  
the opportunity for you to demonstrate your 
independent and project management skills by 
completing an Extended Project Qualification  
in a topic area of your choice.
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The student commitment to EHC: 

The Basics
I understand the foundations of success: I will 
attend all lessons, on time, prepared, dressed 
appropriately and with the right equipment.  
I will ensure that I wear my ID badge at all  
times to ensure the safety of everybody at  
EHC. These things will be known as ‘The Basics’  
and it is my responsibility to get these right.

Respect for the Community 
I will treat all members of the college community, 
within and outside of the college and on social 
media, with the respect that everyone deserves. 
I am committed to the traditional British values 
of liberty, democracy and the rule of law. I will 
demonstrate tolerance and respect to all people 
regardless of their faith, race, culture, sexuality or 
gender. I understand that I have a responsibility 
to report any concerns regarding the wellbeing 
of others. I will ensure that I treat the college 
environment with respect, as an effective 
learning environment needs everybody to  
take care of it.

Commitment 
I will show commitment to my studies. I will 
complete independent work on time, to the 
right standard, and will devote the required time 
to my wider reading. Each A Level studied will 
require 4 hours of independent study per week  
to be successful. I will ensure that part-time work 
will not affect my grades. A part-time job can  
be a great experience but I understand that if  
I work more than 8 hours per week my grades 
will suffer.

Attitude
I will respect the right of all students to learn  
and all teachers to teach. I understand that  
my behaviour and actions will have an effect  
on the learning of others and it is my attitude 
which determines my behaviour. It is my 
commitment to independent study and the 
quality of my student file that is the clearest 
demonstration of my attitude to my studies  
and, ultimately, the grade I will achieve. 

Attendance
I will ensure that I attend all timetabled lessons 
including assemblies, tutorials and any other 
scheduled meetings. I will ensure that I do not 
book holidays in term time and I am clear that 
missed attendance for any reason will cost  
me grades. If I am absent I understand that  
it is my responsibility to notify the college  
before 8.30am. 

I understand that successful students 
have attendance above 95% and that  
if my attendance drops below 85%  
I will risk not progressing into Year 13  
and not being entered for any  
external examinations.
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STUDENT BURSARY

The 16-19 Bursary is available to provide financial support to 16 to 19 year-olds  
who continue in full-time education, where they might otherwise struggle.

There are two types of bursary that can be accessed at Elliott Hudson College.

VULNERABLE BURSARY
Young people in the defined vulnerable groups are 
eligible for a bursary of up to £1,200 a year.

The defined vulnerable groups are:

• Young people in care or care leavers (EFA class 
‘care leavers’ as young people aged 18-21 who 
have been looked after for more than 13 weeks or 
since the age of 14; or young people who cease 
to be looked after or accommodated, including 
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children)

• Young people claiming Income Support  
or Universal Credit (in their own name)

• Young people getting both Disability Living 
Allowance (and Personal Independence 
Payments) and Employment Support  
Allowance (ESA), in their own name.

DISCRETIONARY BURSARY
The fund is used to assist students who may be 
experiencing financial hardship to complete their 
course and it is only able to make contributions 
towards costs incurred for attending college.  
For example, this might cover transport, textbooks  
or equipment. It is cash-limited and priority will  
be given to certain groups (e.g. students who  
are economically disadvantaged). 

• Low priority – net household income between 
£20,000-£25,000 per year

• Medium priority – net household income between 
£18,000-£19,999 per year

• High priority – net household income below 
£18,000 per year.

STUDENTS WHO SHOULD CONSIDER 
APPLYING FOR A DISCRETIONARY  
BURSARY MAY:
• Be a student whose parents/carers are currently 

claiming other means-tested benefits including  
Income Support, Working Tax Credit/Child Tax 
Credit or Income Based Employment and  
Support Allowance (ESA), who is not entitled  
to free school meals

• Be a student who is a young carer and is not  
in receipt of a carer’s allowance

• Be a student who does not fall under the 
categories listed above, but considers  
themselves to be in financial hardship.

TO BE ELIGIBLE YOU MUST:
• Be an enrolled student on a full-time course  

at Elliott Hudson College

• Provide evidence of household income  
below £25,000

• Be aged under 19 on 31st August 2018

• Maintain good attendance.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Free meals are awarded if a student or parent is in receipt of one or more of the following:

• Income Support

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance

• Income-related Employment & Support  
Allowance (ESA)

• Support under part VI of the Immigration  
and Asylum Act 1999

• The guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided they are not entitled 
to Working Tax Credit) and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190 as assessed by 
Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC)

• Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax  
Credit during the initial roll-out of the benefit, 
Universal Credit.

In order to receive Free School Meal 
entitlement students must complete  
a bursary application form and provide 
appropriate evidence of the above.
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FACILITIES
From September 2017, Elliott Hudson College will operate  
from a building known as MC2 at the White Rose Office Park. 
An investment of over £20 million has been put into renovating 
this 75,000 sq ft building, to create facilities to support 
academic study. In addition to the 40 teaching areas, MC2  
has 6 computer suites and two Apple Mac suites, providing  
the college with over 400 PCs for students to use.

As well as investing in more traditional facilities such 
as the 5 science labs and 4 large libraries/study 
areas, the college has also shown commitment 
to more creative subjects by providing a Music/ 
Music Technology suite with recording studios and 
practice rooms; a Drama Centre; and an open plan 

Art studio that spans the majority of the mezzanine. 
With additional areas for silent study, multi-faith 
rooms, landscaped outdoor social areas and an 
outdoor Multi-Use Games Area, the college is in  
no doubt that the facilities provided will be  
amongst the best in the area for sixth form study.

Elliott Hudson College Elliott Hudson College
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UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS
Working in partnership with universities is key for preparing and equipping students 
appropriately for the challenges they face when they leave Elliott Hudson College. 
The more students are exposed to the culture of universities, and the more frequently 
they work with university professors and their colleagues, the easier the next step in 
their progression will be. Furthermore, with competition for university places being 
higher than ever before, encouraging students in all curriculum areas to take part 
in university partnership projects will provide them with experiences to make them 
highly competitive in their applications.

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS
Our partnership with the University of Leeds benefits EHC students immensely. Within their first term, all 
EHC students will be inducted in to the University of Leeds libraries. As part of this induction students will  
be given a University of Leeds library card so that they can access all of their libraries and online e-books 
and journals 24 hours a day. EHC staff have ensured that the reading lists they provide for all their courses 
are linked to books stocked in the university’s libraries, to encourage students to delve deeper into their 
chosen subjects. The use of these libraries also proves to be invaluable for students’ EPQ research, as access 
to the wealth of books and journals will put their projects at the cutting edge of academic research.

The University of Leeds are also providing opportunities to work with students in a number of outreach 
projects. An example of this includes the Health Sciences and STEM outreach programme known as Reach 
for Excellence. The programme is designed to enhance their current studies through subject taster sessions 
and study skills sessions. The Arts and Social Sciences outreach programmes also give opportunities for 
students to sample university workshops on a wide variety of subjects and to attend fascinating lectures, 
such as “Bail Bashing” with the School of Law.

MEDICAL SUMMER SCHOOL
In 2017 EHC and the University of Leeds Medical 
School collaborated in a unique project: together we 
trialled a week-long summer school for prospective 
EHC science students after their GCSEs. The aim 
was to bridge the gap between GCSE and A level, 
and to introduce students to the study of Medicine 
and medical-related subjects at University level. 
Students were taught by University lecturers and 
took part in some fascinating experiments. The 
course was both popular and very successful, and 
we look forward to exploring ways in which we can 
develop this strong relationship with the University 
of Leeds Medical School in the future.

UNIVERSITY OF BRADFORD
Recently we have also established an official 
partnership with the University of Bradford. Our 
students are able to use their library and we have 
arranged a number of trips to the University, for 
example to the Faculty of Health Studies which 
has recently ranked number one in the UK for 
Undergraduate Nursing and Midwifery placement 
satisfaction. Volunteers from the University have 
also visited the college to give talks and careers 
support at various events throughout the year.

LECTURE SERIES
One invaluable aspect of our partnerships with 
universities are the lectures that have been given 
at the college by esteemed university academics. 
These are fantastic opportunities for students to 
expand their knowledge of subjects beyond their 
A Level courses, to listen to people who are world 
experts in their fields, and to get a taste of what 
university lectures might be like. In the past we have 
had lecturers from Oxford, Cambridge, Leeds and 
York, as well as a talk from Astronaut Michael Foale 
and a variety of scientific workshops.
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DESTINATIONS
At EHC we are passionate about ensuring that all our students are supported in their aspirations and goals 
for life after college. This includes providing high-quality careers advice and guidance, and giving students 
opportunities to develop the skills that both employers and universities are looking for. 

CAREERS GUIDANCE
EHC recognises that all students require expert advice in planning for their future and therefore we provide 
guidance from a team of qualified and experienced advisors. All students are provided opportunities for 
one-to-one guidance sessions with a member of the Careers team.

The personalised advice and guidance for students includes:
• One-to-one guidance

• Personal coaching, including how to write a CV 
and interview techniques and practice

• Help with applications to further/higher education

• Support for both students and their parents on 
key transition and option choices

• Careers information and advice on all  
available options, including apprenticeships,  
work-based learning and traditional pathways  
at both 16 and 18+

• Support following exam results, to help students 
decide what to do next

• Workshops for students and parents on key 
career issues (which could include weighing up 
the costs and benefits of various post-18 choices, 
such as higher education and its alternatives)

• Working in partnership with our universities to 
widen participation in higher level education.

PREPARATION FOR THE WORLD OF WORK
In addition to providing guidance and support in choosing and 
applying for future career paths, EHC is strongly committed to 
ensuring that students are equipped with the skills necessary to 
succeed in the world of work. Developing your employability skills 
is a crucial factor in successfully applying for jobs, apprenticeships 
and university courses. They are also vital if you are to be a 
confident, successful part of any team. 

Through all of the opportunities we offer, including enrichment, 
the EPQ, university partnerships, careers-related events, and  
also throughout the lessons we teach, we aim to help you  
develop a wide variety of skills which are valued by employers. 
These include: 

• Communication

• Teamwork

• Problem-solving

• Organisational skills

• Numeracy, literacy and ICT skills

• Global awareness

• Valuing diversity and difference

• Research skills

• Self-motivation

• Using your initiative.

You will be encouraged to take part in a wide variety of activities 
to develop these skills, and to keep a record of specific examples 
of times when you have demonstrated each one. This will help  
you to build a portfolio of skills which will be appealing to any 
future employer. 

Work experience is a valuable part of preparing for the world 
of work and at EHC we encourage students to look for ways of 
broadening their experience of the workplace. We are committed  
to developing connections with local businesses and to  
expanding our work experience offer for students.

CAREERS AND  
EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS

UNIFROG
All students at EHC have access 
to Unifrog; an online destinations 
platform which provides outstanding 
careers and destinations support. 
Students have their own login which 
they can use to create CVs and 
write personal statements. They can 
search for University courses and 
apprenticeships, and even sign up  
for MOOCS (Massive Open Online 
Courses). These free online learning 
courses help students to develop  
the skills and qualifications that  
will allow them to stand out in  
a competitive job market.
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THE 
COURSES

Accounting 42
Applied Science 44
Art and Design 46
Biology 50
Business Studies 52
Chemistry 54
Classical Civilisation 56
Computer Science 58
Drama and Theatre Studies 60
Economics 62
English Language 64
English Literature 66
Ethics and Philosophy 68
Film Studies 70
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Geography 74
German 76

Health & Social Care  78
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Law  86
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ACCOUNTING
Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Accounting A Level provides a good basis for any student wanting to work in business and finance.  
Students learn double-entry bookkeeping and how to prepare financial statements and management 
accounting information.

Students will build knowledge and understanding of key accounting concepts, principles and techniques 
that they can apply to real-life scenarios. They will develop the ability to solve problems logically, analyse 
data methodically, make reasoned choices, and communicate effectively.

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 - Financial Accounting 
Written exam: 3 hours

120 marks 
50% of A Level

Unit 2 - Accounting for Analysis  
and Decision-Making 
Written exam: 3 hours
120 marks 
50% of A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes  
or higher (grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Even the best business ideas get nowhere without 
sound financial management; so whether you want 
to work in business or run your own small business, 
knowledge of how finance works is vital.

Accounting A Level equips students with the 
necessary knowledge and skills to be able to 
assess the performance of all types of business 
organisations. It will enable them to effectively 
prepare, analyse and evaluate financial data so 
that they can make judgments, decisions and 
recommendations about how businesses can 
manage their financial affairs.

A whole host of Level 3 courses and apprenticeships 
are available in Accounting once you have 
completed the A Level course.

i’ve found accounting to be my favourite subject this year despite me being new  
to the course. at the beginning it was really challenging as any a level is expected 
to be but in this case motivation is the key to success - and great teachers.
Bethannie Lilley

COURSE CONTENT
Unit 1 - Financial Accounting
• Role of accountants and ethical considerations

• Types of business organisations

• Double-entry bookkeeping

• Verification of accounting records

• Accounting concepts

• Preparation of financial statements for sole 
traders; partnerships and companies

• Incomplete records

• Ratio analysis

Unit 2 - Accounting for Analysis  
and Decision-Making
• Budgeting

• Marginal costing

• Standard costing and variance analysis

• Absorption and activity-based costing

• Capital investment appraisal

• Ethical considerations

Elliott Hudson College Elliott Hudson College
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APPLIED SCIENCE  
LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE AND EXTENDED CERTIFICATE

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This qualification is aimed at 16 to 18 year old learners who are in full-time Level 3 
education and who wish to progress to higher education and/or pursue a career  
in the applied science sector.

This qualification provides students with a broad understanding of vocationally-related 
sciences to support their progress beyond college. It is suitable for studying alongside 
substantial academic science qualifications, such as A Level sciences. This qualification 
can prepare learners to take up employment in the applied science sector, either directly 
after achieving the qualification or via higher education.

Taking this qualification will enable students to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of scientific principles, as well as those scientific practical skills recognised 
by higher education institutions and employers to be most important. The qualification 
also offers learners an opportunity to develop transferable skills such as problem-solving, 
research and communication as part of their applied learning.

Students will cover topics such as:

• scientific principles associated with the application of biology, chemistry and physics

• experimental and practical techniques associated with applied science

• the roles and skills of scientists, and the public and media perception of science.

COURSE CONTENT
Level 3 Certificate
• Unit 1 –  Key concepts in science - external exam 33.3%

• Unit 2 –  Applied experimental techniques – portfolio – 33.3%

• Unit 3 –  Science in the modern world – external exam - 33.3%

Level 3 Extended Certificate
• Unit 1 –  Key Concepts in Science - external exam 16.7%

• Unit 2 –  Applied experimental techniques – portfolio – 16.7%

• Unit 3 –  Science in the modern world – external exam – 16.7%

• Unit 4 –  The Human body – External exam – 16.7%

• Unit 5 – Investigating science – Portfolio – 16.7%

• Unit 6 –  optional portfolio in biology, chemistry or physics – 16.7%

NEW COURSE 
FOR 2018

ASSESSMENT
Each external exam is 1 hour 30 
minutes and contains a range  
of different question types from 
multiple choice, short answer and 
extended response.

The different portfolios combine  
a mixture of practical science,  
research and written work.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Applied Science Level 3 certificate 
and extended certificate qualifications 
are supported by a range of 
universities, and taken alongside 
other qualifications they can fulfil 
the entry requirements for a number 
of science-related higher education 
courses. These include biomedical, 
forensic and sports science, as well as 
nursing. Students will receive a pass, 
merit or distinction in this course and 
in addition, the qualification is eligible 
for UCAS points. Students need to 
carefully research universities and 
courses that Applied Science will 
allow them access to; for example, 
Applied Science should not be 
taken by students aspiring to study 
medicine at university.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Attain 5 or more standard GCSE 
passes (grade 4 or higher). 

Students must have a grade 5  
in either GCSE combined science  
or GCSE single subject sciences. 
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ART AND DESIGN
Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
At Elliott Hudson we provide students with 
broad Art and Design opportunities taught by 
specialist staff. We offer four specialisms: Fine Art, 
Photography, Graphic Communications and Textiles. 
Students can opt to study any of the disciplines 
listed above as a single A Level. Instead you may opt 
to study Photography alongside one of our other 
Art and Design courses, resulting in you achieving 
two full A Level qualifications. 

Please note the decision to run each as separate 
courses will depend on levels of uptake. Mixed 
groups combining different specialisms will be run 
in the case of small numbers.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Art and Design subjects can lend themselves to 
a broad variety of future opportunities. The skills 
learnt and developed throughout the course are 
extremely important if students wish to progress 
onto Visual Art courses offered by Higher Education 
institutions or obtain a career within the creative 
industry. Career opportunities following on from 
these courses are endless, but some examples  
may include:

Fine Art: 
Fine artist, architect, museum/gallery curator, 
printmaker, jewellery designer, illustrator, stylist, art 
therapist, arts administrator, commercial art gallery 
manager, multimedia programmer.

Graphic Communication: 
Advertising, art director, animator, graphic designer, 
illustrator, printmaker, production designer, theatre/
television/film, exhibition designer, fine artist, interior 
and spatial designer, landscape architect, medical 
illustrator, multimedia specialist, photographer.

Photography: 
Graphic designer, magazine features editor, medical 
illustrator, photographer, press photographer, 
television camera operator, advertising art director, 
digital marketer, film/video editor, media planner, 
visual merchandiser, web designer. 

Textiles: 
Clothing/textile technologist, interior and spatial 
designer, fashion designer, textile designer, further 
education teacher, higher education lecturer, 
industrial/product designer, printmaker, retail buyer.

In addition, the creative and critical skills developed 
through the study of art and artists, the ability to 
manage one’s own time across lengthy projects, and 
the drive to work independently, are all skills valued 
in any area of higher education or employment.

art gives you the opportunity to learn new techniques and a diverse range of 
topics. it has improved my communication and confidence by going out of my 
comfort zone and trying new things.
Georgia Davies

ASSESSMENT
All work is finally assessed at the end of Year Two 
Component 1 - Personal Investigation 

96 marks 
60% of A Level

NEA (non-exam assessment): portfolio of work, final 
outcome(s) and 1000-3000 word essay

Component 2 - Externally Set Assignment  
(non-exam assessment followed by 15-hour 
external exam)

96 marks 
40% of A Level

Portfolio of preparatory work, and a final  
outcome generated in a 15-hour exam  
session in the summer

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

COURSE CONTENT 
A Level Year 1
Extended Project Portfolio
During Year 1 students will follow a broad project 
within their discipline with a given theme. In the 
first term they will be challenged to develop an 
understanding of a wide range of techniques and 
processes within their specialisms. Students will be 
taught new skills which they can begin to use and 
develop with a high level of competency. Students 
will link their work to a given theme and throughout 
their practical explorations they will research and 
analyse the work of artists and practitioners across 
all disciplines, as well as critically reflect on their 
own work as it develops. In the latter part of Year 
1 students will begin to develop their own work 
from a chosen theme utilising the key skills they 
have developed. This will result in a final outcome 
in a medium, and using techniques, of their own 
choosing. 

A Level Year 2
Component 1 - Personal Investigation
In Component 1, students develop work based on an 
idea, issue, concept or theme leading to a finished 
outcome or a series of related finished outcomes. 
Practical elements will make connections with some 
aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, 
designers, photographers or craftspeople and 
include written work of between 1000 and 3000 
words to support this practical work. Students will 
continue to employ skills learnt in Year 1 and work 
with ever-increasing levels of independence. This will 
result in a body of work and final outcome that will 
form 60% of their overall A Level result. 

Component 2 - Externally Set Assignment
In Component 2, students respond to a stimulus, 
provided by AQA, to produce work which provides 
evidence of their ability to work independently 
within time constraints. They will develop a personal 
and meaningful response which addresses all the 
assessment objectives and leads to a finished 
outcome, or a series of related finished outcomes. 
They will then sit a 15-hour practical exam that is the 
culmination of this preparation. This will form 40% of 
their overall grade.
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ART AND DESIGN -  
PHOTOGRAPHY

COURSE DESCRIPTION
During the two-year Photography A Level, students 
will encounter a broad range of techniques and 
processes, and develop skills, ideas and experiences 
that support their creation of high-quality 
photography. Work produced on this course will 
demonstrate the use of creative skills to develop 
individual thoughts, feelings, observations and ideas 
within their projects. 

The course will introduce students to all aspects 
of photography which could include portraiture; 
landscape photography (working from the 
urban, rural, and/or coastal environment); still-
life photography (working from objects or from 
the natural world); documentary photography; 
photojournalism; fashion photography; experimental 
imagery; multimedia; photographic installations; and 
moving image (video, film, animation). Students will 
learn vital photographic skills as well as studying the 
work of other photographers and artists to inspire 
their work. They will learn analytical skills in studying 
the work of others, as well as creating meaningful 
collections of their own.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Standard pass (grade 4) or higher  in GCSE  
Fine Art, Photography or Graphic Design 

ART AND DESIGN -  
FINE ART

COURSE DESCRIPTION
During the two-year Fine Art A Level, students 
will encounter a broad range of techniques and 
processes, and develop skills, ideas and experiences 
that support their creation of high-quality artwork. 
Work produced will demonstrate the use of creative 
skills to develop individual thoughts, feelings, 
observations and ideas. Students will be trying  
to extend their own and others’ ways of seeing  
the world. 

The course will introduce students to all aspects of 
fine art which could include drawing and painting; 
mixed-media, including collage and assemblage; 
three-dimensional sculpture; ceramics; installation 
pieces; printmaking (including etching, screen 
printing and lino printing); moving image art; and 
photography. Students will learn traditional skills 
but will also combine this with the use of alternative 
media. They will learn analytical skills in studying the 
work of other artists, as well as creating meaningful 
collections of their own.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Standard pass (grade 4) or higher  in GCSE  
Fine Art or Three-Dimensional Design

ART AND DESIGN -  
TEXTILES

COURSE DESCRIPTION
During the two-year Textiles A Level, students 
will encounter a broad range of techniques and 
processes, and develop skills, ideas and experiences 
that support their creation of high-quality textiles. 
Work produced on this course will demonstrate the 
use of creative skills to develop individual thoughts, 
feelings, observations and ideas within  
their projects.

The course will introduce students to all aspects  
of textiles work, which could include fashion design; 
fashion textiles; costume design; digital textiles; 
printed and/or dyed fabric and materials; domestic 
textiles and wallpaper; interior design; constructed 
textiles; art textiles; installed textiles; and 
printmaking (including screen printing, lino printing 
and collograph printing). Students will learn vital 
textile skills as well as studying the work of other 
textile artists to inspire their work. They will learn 
analytical skills in studying the work of others, as 
well as creating meaningful collections of their own.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Standard pass (grade 4) or higher  in GCSE  
Fine Art or Textiles

ART AND DESIGN -  
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

COURSE DESCRIPTION
During the two-year Graphic Communication  
A Level, students will encounter a broad range  
of techniques and processes, and develop skills, 
ideas and experiences that support their creation  
of high-quality graphic designs and communication. 
Work produced on this course will demonstrate  
the use of creative skills to develop individual 
thoughts, feelings, observations and ideas  
within their projects. 

The course will introduce students to all aspects 
of graphic communication which could include 
advertising; packaging design; design for print; 
illustration; communication graphics; branding; 
multimedia; motion graphics; and design for film 
and television. Students will learn vital graphics 
skills as well as studying the work of other graphic 
designers to inspire their work. They will learn 
analytical skills in studying the work of others, as 
well as creating meaningful collections of their own.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Standard pass (grade 4) or higher  in GCSE  
Fine Art, Photography or Graphic Design
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BIOLOGY

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Biology is the natural science concerned with the study of life and living organisms, including their structure, 
function, growth, origin, evolution, distribution, and taxonomy.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 
Written exam: 2 hours

91 marks: 76 marks - a mixture of short and long answer questions; 
15 marks - extended response questions

35% of A Level

Paper 2  
Written exam: 2 hours

91 marks: 76 marks - a mixture of short and long answer questions; 
15 marks - comprehensive question

35% of A Level

Paper 3 
Written exam: 2 hours

78 marks: 38 marks - structured questions, including practical 
techniques; 15 marks - critical analysis of given experimental  
data; 25 marks - one essay from a choice of two titles

30% of A Level

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Biology is a great choice of subject for people who want a career in health and clinical professions, such 
as medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, physiotherapy, pharmacy, optometry, nursing, zoology, marine 
biology or forensic science. Students could also use it for careers in research or in industry.

since doing biology it has changed the way i think and the way i see the things 
around me. i can now understand what’s actually going on inside my body, rather 
than just being able to discuss a couple of different organs. 
Amy Pither-Guise

COURSE CONTENT
3.1 Biological Molecules
Students will study the biochemistry shared  
by all life on Earth. 

3.2 Cells 
Students will study the structure of different 
types of cells, in particular, that of the cell 
surface membrane and its role in cell signalling, 
communication, recognition and immunity. 

3.3 Organisms exchange substances  
with their environment 
Students will be studying how the internal 
environment of a cell or organism is different from 
its external environment, and how they are adapted 
for exchange. 

3.4 Genetic information, variation  
and relationships between organisms 
Students will be examining biological diversity  
and how differences between species reflect 
genetic differences. 

3.5 Energy transfers in and  
between organisms 
Students will study photosynthesis and respiration. 

3.6 Organisms respond to changes in their 
internal and external environments 
Students study the nervous system and how 
responses to changes in the internal or external 
environment are coordinated. 

3.7 Genetics, populations, evolution  
and ecosystems 
Students study inheritance, variation in populations 
and natural selection. 

3.8 The control of gene expression 
Students will study how cells are able to control 
their metabolic activities by regulating transcription 
and translation of their genome. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher (grade 4 or higher). 
Achieve a grade 6 or higher in combined GCSE Science or GCSE Biology.
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Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course begins with an introduction to what business is and understanding 
the nature and purpose of business. Students will then go on to study Managers, 
Leadership Styles and Decision-Making Techniques and how these could lead 
to improvements in marketing, operational, financial and human resource 
performance. This course will encourage students to develop an enthusiasm  
for studying business and gain a holistic understanding of business in a  
range of contexts. It will also test their numerical skills in a range of different  
business settings.

COURSE CONTENT
The A Level course will enable students to develop knowledge and 
understanding of the practices and techniques used within marketing,  
finance, operations management and human resource management. 

In Year 2 students will focus on analysing the strategic position and performance 
of a business. They will also study the strengths and weaknesses in the financial 
performance of that business, and highlight any opportunities and threats that 
may arise within a competitive market. There is also the chance to examine the 
international market and the use of digital technology in a modern world.

BUSINESS STUDIES

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 – Business 1 
Written exam – 2 hours

100 marks 
33.3% of A Level 

Paper 2 – Business 2 
Written exam – 2 hours

100 marks 
33.3% of A Level 

Paper 3 – Business 3 
Written exam – 2 hours

100 marks 
33.3% of A Level 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher (grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject that they have studied at GCSE 
it is expected that a student would have achieved at least a standard pass 
(grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
This course provides a suitable basis for entry to degree courses in business, 
accounting, law, environmental studies, marketing and management.

Careers are possible in any area of business and many of our students go on to 
study at university in business related degrees.

i imagine myself in a managerial position in the future! taking a level business 
studies gives me the theory and the information to understand how businesses are 
created, managed and become successful. 
Megan Spink
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Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Chemistry is concerned with the science of matter, 
particularly its structure, properties and reactions. 
Chemistry is of central importance to the sciences as 
a whole as the chemical reactions that it governs are 
fundamental to all of science.

COURSE CONTENT
3.1 Physical Chemistry 
Atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, 
energetics, kinetics, chemical equilibria and  
Le Chatelier’s principle. Thermodynamics,  
rate equations, equilibrium constant for 
homogeneous systems, electrode potentials  
and electrochemical cells.

3.2 Inorganic Chemistry 
Periodicity, Group 2 and Group 7. Properties of 
Period 3 elements and their oxides, transition  
metals, reactions of ions in aqueous solutions.

3.3 Organic Chemistry 
Introduction to organic chemistry, alkanes, 
halogenoalkanes, alkenes, alcohols and organic 
analysis. Optical isomerism, aldehydes and ketones, 
carboxylic acids and derivatives, aromatic chemistry, 
amines, polymers, amino acids, proteins and  
DNA, organic synthesis, NMR spectroscopy  
and chromatography.

CHEMISTRY

ASSESSMENT
Students will sit three two-hour written exam papers. The content, assessment and questions differ for these 
papers; please see the information below for more detail.

Paper 1:  
Written exam: 2 hours

105 marks - a mixture of short 
and long answer questions

35% of A Level 

Paper 2:  
Written exam: 2 hours

105 marks - a mixture of short 
and long answer questions

35% of A Level 

Paper 3:  
Written exam: 2 hours

90 marks: 40 marks - structured 
questions, including practical 
techniques; 20 marks - testing 
across the specification; 30 marks 
- multiple choice questions

30% of A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

Achieve a grade 6 or higher in combined GCSE 
Science or GCSE Chemistry.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Chemistry is a great choice of subject for people 
who want a career in health and clinical professions, 
such as medicine, nursing, biochemistry, dentistry 
or forensic science. It will also equip participants 
for a future career in industry, for example the 
petrochemical or pharmaceutical industries. 

chemistry is a fascinating subject that is made up of many different elements. 
chemistry challenges you to think logically and solve problems. the practical 
work is exciting and has taught me new skills and techniques.
Kiyan Saleh
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 

Exam Board: OCR

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Classical Civilisation gives students the unique 
opportunity to explore the history and cultures of 
ancient Greece and Rome. These societies, though 
they flourished so long ago, remain incredibly 
relevant to the modern world. Classical Civilisation 
is far more than simply ‘history’ from a long time 
ago: it combines the study of art and architecture; 
political, military, and social history; morality and 
philosophy; and some of the world’s greatest ever 
literature. Broadly, students look at the culture of 
ancient Greece in year one, and of ancient Rome  
in year two.

COURSE CONTENT
Students study three components across two years.

Component One, Parts One and Two -  
the World of the Hero

Part One: 
Students will explore the great epic poems of 
Homer, the Iliad and Odyssey. These gripping stories 
of war, love, friendship, and adventure are among 
the world’s most influential works of literature. They 
study the Iliad as background and the Odyssey in 
depth for the exam itself. This study takes place 
early in year one.

Part Two: 
In the second part of year two, after further 
exploring Greek and Roman culture in components 
two and three, students return to the study of epic 
poetry. Virgil’s Latin epic, the Aeneid, is a celebration 
of Rome’s history and heroes that fuses romance 
and adventure with political propaganda.

Component Two - the Invention  
of the Barbarian (Greek culture)
In component two students explore the Persian 
invasions of Greece in the 400sBC, through works of 
literature composed at the time. We study the work 
of the world’s first historian, Herodotus, and two 
great Greek tragedies, the Persians and Medea. We 
look both at the reality of the great Persian empire, 
and how the Greeks presented them as ‘barbarians’.

As well as the set texts this unit involves the study  
of visual and material culture, from painted pottery 
to the great palaces of Persia.

Component Three - Politics of the Late 
Republic (Roman thought)
In component three students explore Rome  
at a time of its greatest power and its greatest 
weakness. The expanding empire placed great 
strain on the Roman state. We look at key issues 
in Roman society and politics through a study of 
key characters: the conservative Cato; the brilliant, 
ruthless Julius Caesar; and finally the great thinker, 
lawyer and politician Cicero, with a close study of  
his letters.

As well as the set texts this unit involves the study 
of ancient thought, specifically political theory and 
philosophy, applying the concepts to the individuals 
and issues studied.

ASSESSMENT
Each component is assessed by a single,  
three-hour paper:

Component One - the World of the Hero 
Written exam: 2 hours 20 minutes

Mix of short questions on a stimulus source and 
longer essays

40% of A Level

Component Two - the Invention of the Barbarian 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

Mix of short questions on a stimulus source  
and longer essays

30% of A Level

Component Three - Politics of the Late Republic 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

Mix of short questions on a stimulus source  
and longer essays

30% of A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Classical Civilisation is an enormously respected, 
highly academic course that both employers and 
universities greatly appreciate. The training offered 
in such a wide variety of critical study builds vital 
transferable skills in communication, argument, 
and the evaluation of evidence. Students develop 
a great appreciation of the deepest roots of the 
modern world and of our culture. They can go on 
to immense success in almost any career, especially 
professional careers, and a great many University 
courses.

classics has opened my eyes to so much. i like the fact that you look at ancient 
greece and rome from the point of view of history, literature and their ideas and 
beliefs too.
Marcus Miree
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Exam Board: OCR

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Students who study Computer Science will be challenged and inspired to apply the knowledge they gain 
with the creative and technical skills that they acquire. The qualification will be focused on programming  
and computational thinking and will build on the knowledge base acquired on the GCSE course.  
The AS course will look at computing principles, algorithms, programming, examining operating  
systems and data structures.

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

ASSESSMENT
Component 1 – Computer Systems:
Written exam, 2 hours 30 minutes (140 marks),  
40% of A Level.

Component 2 – Algorithms and Problem Solving:
Written exam, 2 hours 30 minutes (140 marks),  
40% of A Level.

Component 3 - Programming Project:
20% Coursework. 

Solve a problem with a solution created in any of 
the following languages: C#, Visual Basic and PHP.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

Achieving a grade 6 or higher in GCSE Mathematics 
is desirable. 

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Computer Science opens the door to a wide range 
of careers both within specialist IT companies 
and companies who use computers in industry, 
commerce, government service and the universities. 
Roles span technical innovation, management, 
analysis, consultancy, training and research. Jobs 
such as web designers, engineers and software 
developers all rely on a sound knowledge of 
Computer Science. It is also a highly regarded 
subject when it comes to entry for competitive 
places at higher education institutions.

computer science is a really engaging subject that frequently challenges you 
in many different ways. through learning theory and completing practical tasks 
you develop a deeper understanding of how computers work and it makes me 
excited to think about what opportunities i have for the future given the growing 
opportunities in the global computing industry. 
Blessing Olufemi

COURSE CONTENT
Component 1 - Computing Principles 
This component will introduce students to the 
internal workings of the Central Processing 
Unit (CPU), CSS/JavaScript and will also look at 
software development, data types and legal and 
ethical issues. It will also offer the opportunity for 
students to analyse and design algorithms, and 
to study different types of software together with 
the methodologies that are used to develop them. 
This component involves advanced mathematics, 
including the representation and normalisation 
of floating point numbers, the use of sign and 
magnitude, and the use of two’s complement  
to represent numbers in binary.

Component 2 -  
Algorithms and Problem Solving
This component will incorporate and build on  
the knowledge and understanding gained in 
component 1. In addition, you will study: 

• What is meant by computational thinking 

• The benefits of applying computational thinking 
to solving a wide variety of problems

• The principles of solving problems by 
computational methods 

• Using algorithms to describe problems 

• Analysing a problem by identifying its  
component parts

This component focuses heavily on the reading and 
writing of complex algorithms including Dijkstra’s 
shortest path algorithm and the A* algorithm.

Component 3 - Programming project  
Students will be expected to analyse, design, 
develop, test, evaluate and document a program 
written in a suitable programming language. The 
underlying approach to the project is to apply the 
principles of computational thinking to a practical 
coding problem. Students are expected to apply 
appropriate principles from an agile development 
approach to the project development. This project is 
independent meaning students will need to debug 
their program and spend time focused on the 
development of a complex piece of software. 

58

Elliott Hudson College Elliott Hudson College

Prospectus 2018/19 59Prospectus 2018/19



DRAMA AND THEATRE 
STUDIES 
Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Drama and Theatre Studies is an exciting, heavily practical based course. This is 
an extremely rigorous syllabus and students will need to rise to the challenge as 
they physically explore a large number of contrasting theatre styles, performing 
both scripted and original devised theatre for practical examination. Students 
are also required to study the theoretical aspects of theatre and will apply this 
knowledge in a final written exam paper in Year 13.

COURSE CONTENT
The subject content for A Level Drama and Theatre is divided into three components. 

Component 1: Drama and Theatre
Students will apply their practical and theoretical knowledge of theatre to two contrasting set texts, ‘Our 
Country’s Good’ by Wertenbaker and either Goldoni’s ‘A Servant to Two Masters’ or ‘Antigone’ by Sophocles. 
For this component they will create essays detailing their interpretation of how the play should be produced 
and performed. They will also use their knowledge to create a written essay evaluating a live production 
seen throughout the course.

Component 2: Creating Original Drama
Students will produce an original piece of theatre in groups, creating the play using the key techniques of a 
set practitioner they have studied within the course. Students will keep a working notebook detailing their 
research and rehearsal strategies, and will perform their play to a live audience for assessment.

Component 3: Making Theatre
Students will practically explore three highly contrasting scripted plays, performing a substantial extract for 
each. Popular scripts to study include ‘Teechers’ by John Godber, ‘Macbeth’ by Shakespeare, ‘Cagebirds’ by 
David Campton and ‘4.48 Psychosis’ by Sarah Kane. The third play will be performed to a visiting external 
examiner, in front of a live audience, using the techniques of a chosen practitioner that they have studied 
within the course. Students must also keep a written record of the different techniques they have used to 
produce each of the three contrasting plays.

ASSESSMENTS
Component 1
40% of A Level 
Written exam: 3 hours – June Y13 

Component 2 
30% of A Level 
Practical performance of original piece of theatre 
and working notebook – April Y12

Component 3
30% of A Level 
Practical performance of the third script studied 
and assessment of the record log, analysing the 
work created for all three scripted plays performed 
– February Y13

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The Drama and Theatre Studies A Level will prepare 
students well for a course at degree level. The 
practical elements of the course will help students 
develop key skills needed for all careers, including 
team-building, confidence and public speaking 
skills. The academic qualities of the subject will also 
support English writing, researching and evaluative 
skills that can be applied to other subjects and 
future employment.

a level drama has been extremely practical and engaging this year and i love the 
energy in the classroom. but more than that, it has taught me how to work hard - 
as it has required a lot of dedication.
Konrad Molenda

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.
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COURSE CONTENT
Unit 1 - Markets and Market Failure
The unit introduces students to Microeconomics. This involves the study of 
individual markets within the economy, the behaviour of individual consumers 
and producers, and why they make the decisions which they do. Basic 
microeconomic models such as demand and supply, the operation of the price 
mechanism, and causes of market failure are central to this module.

Unit 2 - The National and International Economy
The course subsequently moves onto the National and International Economy. 
Students develop a critical approach to economic models such as UK 
government fiscal and monetary policies. They should be able to analyse  
and evaluate the causes of changes in macroeconomic indicators in greater  
and greater depth as their course of study progresses The course content 
involves looking into globalisation, exchange rates and the benefits and 
drawbacks of the European Union for the UK.

Unit 3 – Economic Principles and Issues
This unit introduces students to the objectives of firms, such as profit 
maximisation, and considers the different markets in which they operate.  
This involves the study of monopoly and oligopoly markets which are made 
up of different concentrations of firms. This unit also looks at the issues in the 
labour market and examines wage determination in terms of why people are 
paid varying amounts for their labour. Ever wondered why footballers are paid 
so much? To end the unit, students will examine the methods of government 
intervention to correct any market failures.

ECONOMICS 

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Students will develop the knowledge and skills needed to understand and 
analyse current economic issues and make informed decisions as to how these 
issues may be resolved. The course involves looking into individual consumers, 
firms, markets and market failure, and then moves on to examine the national 
and international economies.

as well as leading to an exciting career, economics is a great subject because 
it includes lots of debate and real life topics, and the study of how people 
behave and interact with each other. the regular discussions on how consumers, 
manufacturers and government react to each other, or might in the future, makes 
economics my favourite subject.
Hafsah Bhamji

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 - Markets and Market Failure 
Written exam: 2 hours

80 marks 
33.3% of A Level

Unit 2 - The National and International Economy 
Written exam: 2 hours

80 marks 
33.3% of A Level

Unit 3 – Economic Principles and Issues 
Written exam: 2 hours

80 marks 
33.3% of A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

Strong numeracy skills are required on this course.

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Economics is a versatile subject that can help 
students in a number of careers. Not only could 
they find themselves working for big corporations, 
banks or the government, but their qualification 
in Economics could also be valuable support in a 
career like marketing, law, journalism or teaching. It 
is also a very highly regarded subject when it comes 
to entry for competitive university places.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In Year 1, this course will enable students to explore the fundamental structures, functions and diversity of 
writing, speech and conversation, and how language functions in different social contexts. Students will 
also learn the methods of language analysis which will underpin their learning throughout the whole course. 
In Year 2, students will explore variations in written texts and how children’s language develops from birth. 
There is also a coursework unit which will enable students to investigate a language area of their choice as 
well as giving them an opportunity to write creatively.

COURSE CONTENT
Language and Society
The aim of this part of the subject content is to 
introduce students to language study, exploring 
textual variety and children’s language development 
(0-11 years). This area of study introduces students 
to methods of language analysis to explore 
concepts of audience, purpose, genre, mode and 
representation. It also introduces them to the study 
of children’s language development, exploring how 
children learn language and how they are able to 
understand and express themselves. 

Language, Diversity and Change
The aim of this area of study is to allow students to 
explore language diversity and change over time. 
Students will study the key concepts of audience, 
purpose, genre and mode and will explore language 
in its wider social, geographical and temporal 
contexts. They will explore processes of language 
change. This part of the subject content also 
requires students to study social attitudes to, and 
debates about, language diversity and change in 
texts from 1600 to the present day. Students will 
also develop their academic writing skills in the  
form of discursive essays and will become  
confident in writing for both a specialist and  
non-specialist audience. 

Language in Action
The aim of this area of study is to allow students  
to explore and analyse language data independently 
and develop and reflect upon their own writing 
expertise. It requires students to carry out two 
different kinds of individual research:

• A language investigation  
(2,000 words excluding data)

• A piece of original writing and commentary  
(750 words each).

Students can choose to pursue a study of spoken, 
written or multimodal data, or a mixture of text 
types, demonstrating knowledge in areas of 
individual interest.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Language, the individual and society 
Written exam – 2 hours 30 minutes

100 marks 
40% of A Level 

Paper 2: Language diversity and change 
Written exam – 2 hours and 30 minutes

100 marks 
40% of A Level

Non-exam assessment: Language in Action  
Word count – 3,500

100 marks 
20% of A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes  
or higher (grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
English Language is a subject which is very well 
regarded by higher education institutions. Because 
it is the study of the language used across the 
United Kingdom and beyond, it complements any 
educational course that a student might follow and 
provides a new perspective on most professions.  
It is widely accepted for careers in teaching, 
journalism, the media, social work, marketing, 
publicity, and many more.

english language is a fantastic subject! language is a gateway to opening  
many branches of interest, whether it is a historical text, regional accent,  
speech or writing.
India Palfreyman
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The aim is for all students to experience a diverse 
and interesting collection of texts throughout the 
two year course. English Literature will encourage all 
students to learn new and challenging ways to study 
a variety of writing styles. At the heart of the course 
is the desire to develop and enhance students’ love 
of reading, giving opportunities to debate themes, 
issues and questions raised by the texts studied.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Literary Genres 
Written exam: 2.5 hours

Closed book 
75 marks 
40% of A Level

Paper 2: Texts and Genre 
Written exam: 3 hours

Open book 
75 marks 
40% of A Level

Non-exam assessment:  
Theory and Independence

Two essays of 1,250-1,500 words,  
each responding to a different text 
and linking to a different aspect of  
the Critical Anthology.

50 marks 
20% of A Level

COURSE CONTENT
Literary Genres: Tragedy
In Literary Genres, the texts are connected through 
the mainstream literary genre of Tragedy. Tragedy 
and comedy have a long tradition in literature, with 
their origins in the ancient world and with a specific 
emphasis on drama. Working with genre involves 
looking at ways in which authors shape meanings 
within their texts. It also involves thinking about a 
wide range of relevant contexts: some of them to 
do with the production of the text at the time of its 
writing; some (where possible) to do with how the 
text has been received over time; and most of all in 
this specification, contexts to do with how the text 
can be interpreted by readers now.

Students study one Shakespeare play, Othello,  
and one further drama text, Death of a Salesman 
(Arthur Miller), as well as a collection of poems  
by John Keats.

Texts and Genres - Crime writing
For this unit, within all the texts, a significant 
crime drives the narrative and the execution and 
consequences of the crime are fundamentally 
important to the way the text is structured.

All set texts are narratives which focus on 
transgressions against established order and the 
specific breaking of either national, social, religious 
or moral laws. The focus in this component must  
be on ‘Elements’ and students need to consider  
the elements that exist in each of their texts.

Students study three texts: a collection of 19th 
century poems (Crabbe, Wilde and Browning);  
a 20th century prose text (Brighton Rock,  
Graham Greene); and one 21st century prose  
text (Atonement, Ian McEwan). They also  
respond to an unseen passage in the examination.

Theory and Independence
This component is designed to allow students 
to read widely, to choose their own texts, and to 
understand that contemporary study of literature 
needs to be informed by the fact that different 
theoretical and critical methods can be applied  
to the subject.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE 
passes or higher (grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course 
in a subject that they have studied 
at GCSE it is expected that a student 
would have achieved at least  
a standard pass (grade 4) in  
this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
This course will prepare students  
to study English Literature at 
university level. Skills of independent 
study, as well as the ability to research 
and apply critical opinions, are 
vital in working at degree level in 
this subject. Careers using English 
Literature include teaching, journalism, 
marketing, social work, publishing, 
working in public relations and  
many more.

english literature is an exciting subject; delving into characters’  
lives is exhilarating.
Emma Dawson
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ETHICS AND PHILOSOPHY

Exam Board: OCR

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Ethics, Philosophy and Religion A Level will enable students to develop a deeper understanding of 
answers to key ethical, philosophical and religious questions. It will cover a range of issues which have been 
debated throughout history, and which are still relevant today. The A Level course involves the study of three 
modules from the OCR Religious Studies course.

COURSE CONTENT
Philosophy of religion 
Learners will study: 

• Ancient philosophical influences on the 
philosophy of religion, including Aristotle  
and Plato

• The nature of the soul, mind and body 

• Arguments about the existence or  
non-existence of God 

• The nature and impact of religious experience 

• The challenge for religious belief of the  
problem of evil 

• Ideas about the nature of God 

• Issues in religious language. 

Religion and ethics 
Learners will study: 

• Normative ethical theories – theories which 
attempt to set rules for what is right and what  
is wrong, e.g. Utilitarianism and Natural Law 

• The application of ethical theory to two 
contemporary issues of importance – euthanasia 
and business ethics

• Ethical language and thought 

• Debates surrounding the significant idea  
of conscience 

• Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought 
of developments in religious beliefs. 

Developments in religious thought 
Learners will study the following issues  
in the context of Christianity: 

• Beliefs about human nature

• Death and the Afterlife

• Beliefs about God and Jesus 

• Christian morality and ethics

• Religious pluralism – how Christians  
respond to other religions

• Gender

• Secularism

• Liberation Theology and Marx.

ASSESSMENT
Each of the three components will be assessed 
through a 2 hour exam paper at the end of the 
second year. Each component is worth 33.3%  
of the total marks for A Level.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject  
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that  
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Ethics and Philosophy is a sought-after subject amongst employers and higher education institutions 
because it equips students with a wide range of different skills. It enables students to understand a variety 
of belief systems and, most importantly, to be able to evaluate beliefs and arguments. A Level Ethics and 
Philosophy students will develop skills in literacy and ICT as well as more subject-specific skills such as text 
analysis, critical thinking, logical reasoning and personal evaluation. Ethics and Philosophy students enter 
a wide range of careers including journalism, policing, finance (accountancy, banking, management and 
consultancy), education, marketing, sales, advertising, law and social work. In addition, many Ethics and 
Philosophy students choose degrees in any humanities subject.

epr is fantastic. you get to debate big questions like ‘does god exist?’ and  
‘is euthanasia acceptable?’ it develops your ability to make strong arguments.
Cat Veti
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FILM STUDIES 

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas

COURSE DESCRIPTION
A Level Film Studies engages students in a wide 
variety of films in order to broaden understanding of 
film and the range of responses it can generate.

You will learn about film language, and a wide range 
of techniques used to communicate through film 
and to generate spectator response. You will also 
get chance to develop this learning into a practical 
project where you will produce a short film.

Studying Film Studies at GCSE is not required but a 
genuine interest in film and filmmaking is essential. 
The areas of film explored in the A Level range 
from mainstream to global and independent film, 
including from the early 20th century. Therefore, 
this course is designed for students wanting to 
explore film in depth and develop knowledge and 
understanding as well as broaden their appreciation 
of film. This course can be studied alongside any 
other, but complements History, English Literature 
and Media Studies particularly well.

Component 2: Global filmmaking 
perspectives
You will study one or two films from a range of 
different cultures, national cinemas and filmmaking 
techniques.

Section A: Global Film
You will study a foreign language European film 
such as Ida (Pawlikowski, 2013) and a film produced 
outside of Europe such as City of God (Mereilles, 
2002).

Section B: Documentary Film
You will study one documentary film such as Amy 
(Kapadia, 2015) or The Arbor (Barnard, 2010).

Section C: Silent Cinema
You will study a range of silent films from the 1920s 
and 1930s.

Section D: Experimental Film 
You will study a critically acclaimed experimental 
film such as Pulp Fiction (Tarantino, 1994) or 
Timecode (Figgis, 2000).

Note: films studied are subject to change.

Component 3: Study of Short Film
You will study short film in depth to produce 
an 1800-word analysis of a range of short films. 
Meanwhile, you will develop your own creative 
practice to produce a 4-5 minute short film or 
screenplay with a digital storyboard.

film studies at elliott hudson college has really expanded my creativity  
and understanding of film.
Shad Osman

COURSE CONTENT
Component 1: Varieties of film and filmmaking
You will study two films within each section across 
a range of eras, as well as both mainstream and 
independent films.

Section A: Hollywood 1930-1990
You will compare a Classical Hollywood (studio) film 
such as Vertigo (Hitchcock, 1958) or Casablanca 
(Curtiz, 1942) with a New Hollywood film such as 
Bonnie and Clyde (Penn, 1967) or Do the Right 
Thing (Lee, 1989).

Section B: American Film since 2005
You will study both a mainstream film such as 
Inception (Nolan, 2010) or La La Land (Chazelle, 
2016) and an independent film such as Boyhood 
(Linklater, 2015) or Captain Fantastic (Ross, 2015).

Section C: British Film since 1995
You will study two films such as Trainspotting 
(Boyle, 1996), Shaun of the Dead (Wright, 2004), 
This is England (Meadows, 2006) or Sightseers 
(Wheatley, 2012).

Note: films studied are subject to change as set by  
the exam board.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Varieties of film and filmmaking  
Written examination: 2.5 hours 

35% of qualification

Component 2: Global filmmaking perspectives  
Written examination: 2.5 hours 

35% of qualification

Coursework 
Non-Exam Assessment

30% of qualification

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Film Studies A Level is an excellent course to 
prepare for a wide range of higher education 
courses but specific HE opportunities include: 
Filmmaking; Communication Studies; Digital Media; 
Special Effects and Post-Production. These HE 
courses could lead to a broad range of careers in the 
film or media industry such as: producing/directing; 
writing; design; post-production. Yet the course 
also provides valuable training in critical thought, 
extended writing and evaluating the way messages 
are put across. All of these skills are of great value in 
the modern world, both in higher education and the 
world of work. 
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FRENCH

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
By choosing to study French, students embrace variety and adventure. Whilst refining students’ skills 
in spoken and written French, the course also samples from a vast array of other disciplines, including 
sociology, literature, film studies, linguistics, history, music, philosophy and politics. Students will also 
undertake a research project, over which they have complete freedom of choice. French A Level is not 
just about “holiday French” (though it’s great for that too); it is about exploring all the many facets of the 
French-speaking world, from France to North Africa and beyond. A glorious blend of academic and practical 
skills, French A Level is for the curious, the ambitious and the open-minded.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
French has the advantage of being both a practical 
employment skill and a subject which is perceived to 
be highly academic, meaning that it is much sought 
after by both universities and employers. 

Former languages students choose to deploy their 
languages skills in a range of rewarding professional 
contexts, including journalism, law, business, politics 
and diplomacy. Meanwhile, many other careers are 
also available specifically for languages graduates, 
including language teaching (within the UK and 
abroad), linguistic and cultural research, and 
translation/interpretation.

COURSE CONTENT
The following 12 topics (categorised into 4 broader areas) will be studied as we work on the development  
of speaking, listening, reading, writing and translation skills:

french is a really diverse course with something for everyone. i’ve enjoyed  
the cinema topic the most!
Charlotte Binks 

Social issues: 
• The changing nature of the family

• The ‘cyber-society’

• The place of voluntary work

Social Trends:
• Positive features of a diverse society

• Life for the marginalised

• How criminals are treated

Artistic culture in the  
French-speaking world:
• A culture proud of its heritage

• Contemporary francophone music

• Cinema: the ‘7th art form’

Aspects of political life in the  
French-speaking world:
• Teenagers, the right to vote and 

political commitment

• Demonstrations, strikes –  
who holds the power?

• Politics and immigration

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 – Listening reading and writing 
Exam: 2 hours and 30 minutes 

100 marks 
50% of A Level

Paper 2 – Writing 
Written exam: 2 hours

80 marks 
20% of A Level

Paper 3 – Speaking

Speaking exam: 21-23 minutes in length, based  
on the research project and a discussion of one  
of the social, political and cultural topics

60 marks 
30% of A Level

Literature and Film
The main written element of the French A Level is an essay paper 
in which students are assessed on their critical responses to a film 
and a novel which they have studied in depth. We will be studying:

Film: La Haine (1995)
Matthieu Kassowitz’s La Haine is an intense, violent drama, 
following three young men in a Parisian ghetto the day after 
chaotic riots break out. It is a film about friends living in a broken 
society which tackles issues of racism, revenge and police brutality 
head on.

Novel: Albert Camus, L’Étranger
Who gets to say what “normal” is? Who decides what is right or 
wrong? Albert Camus’ masterpiece L’Étranger (The Outsider) will 
get you scratching your head over these questions - and many 
more - as you read about a murder that takes place one sunny day 
in Algeria.

Individual research project
With support and guidance from their teacher, students select and 
research a topic of their choice, which can be anything relating to 
France or a French-speaking country. They are then assessed on 
their project as part of their speaking examination. This is a real 
opportunity for students to become experts in a topic that excites 
them and gets them thinking.
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GEOGRAPHY

Exam Board: AQA

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Geography is the study of Earth’s landscapes, 
people, places and environment and therefore 
bridges the social sciences (Human Geography) 
with the natural sciences (Physical Geography).  
A Level Geography will enable students to develop 
an understanding and knowledge of different 
geographical concepts. Geography is highly valued 
by universities and the discipline is referred to as  
a facilitating subject (Russell Group, 2011): one that 
gives A Level students the skills to succeed in  
Higher Education and the world of work.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Geography is a sought-after subject amongst 
employers because it equips students with a wide 
range of different skills. As an A Level Geographer 
students will develop skills in numeracy, literacy and 
ICT as well as more subject-specific skills such as the 
use of maps and Geographical Information Systems. 
Geographers enter a wide range of careers including 
finance (accountancy, banking, management 
and consultancy), education, marketing, sales, 
advertising, law and social/health services.  
In addition, many geographers choose degrees 
leading to careers directly related to the subject 
such as town planning, surveying and environmental 
management.

COURSE CONTENT
Component 1 - Physical Geography
The Physical Geography component is made up of the following:

• Section A - Water and carbon cycles

• Section B - Coastal systems and landscapes

• Section C - Hazards 

Component 2 - Human Geography
The Human Geography component is made up of the following:

• Section A - Global systems and global governance 

• Section B - Changing places

• Section C - Contemporary urban environments

Component 3 - Geographical Investigation
Students complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in the field. The individual 
investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student relating to any 
part of the specification content. The investigation will be approximately 3-4000 words in length and can 
focus on an individual student’s area of interest in Geography.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

geography really is one of the most beneficial a levels to have, as you gain 
transferable skills which can be implemented into other subjects. having  
a fully supportive teacher who goes above and beyond, along with engaging 
lessons and content, really has made this my favourite subject.
Rachel Macdonald

ASSESSMENT
Component 1 - Physical Geography 

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes -  
40% of A Level

Component 2 - Human Geography 

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes -  
40% of A Level

Component 3 - Geographical Investigation 

Non-examined assessment - 
20% of A Level
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GERMAN
Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Studying foreign languages is a great opportunity and really makes a candidate stand out from the crowd in 
the future. The skills it develops are great for memory, logic and communication, both in the target language 
and in English; and language qualifications are extremely valued in our modern, interconnected world, both 
by employers and universities. A Level German helps students develop confident, effective communication 
skills in German, as well as a thorough understanding of the culture and communities where German is 
spoken; from in-depth analysis of a German-language film, to immigration and racism, to the position of 
Germany in the European Union.

COURSE CONTENT
As well as learning German grammar, the subject content is delivered through two ‘themes’, each studied in 
two sub-themes through a range of texts and media; a set film and a set text; and an individually selected 
research project.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 –  
Listening, reading and writing 
Exam: 2 hours and 30 minutes

100 marks 
50% of A Level

Paper 2 – Writing 
Written exam: 2 hours

80 marks 
20% of A Level

Paper 3 – Speaking 
Speaking exam: 21-23 minutes in 
length, based on research project

60 marks 
30% of A Level

i chose to study german at a level as it provides me with a lasting appreciation  
of other cultures. what i enjoy most about studying german at a higher level  
is being able to develop my evaluations of german film and literature. studying  
a language also opens up wider career opportunities.
Lauren Edge

Theme 1 – Social issues and trends
Aspects of German-speaking society: 
• The changing nature of the family

• The digital world

• Youth culture, fashion and trends, music, television

Multiculturalism in German-speaking society:
• Immigration 

• Integration

• Racism

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher  
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject that they have 
studied at GCSE it is expected that a student would have achieved 
at least a standard pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
An A Level in Modern Languages is both highly regarded and 
highly sought after as an academic discipline by universities. It 
is also an extremely useful tool for the modern business world in 
such areas as engineering, sales, imports and the hotel and leisure 
industries. Careers in Modern Languages are many and varied.

Theme 2 – Political and artistic culture
Artistic culture in the German-speaking world:
• Festivals and traditions

• Art and architecture 

• Cultural life in Berlin, past and present

Aspects of political life in the  
German-speaking world:
• Germany and the European Union

• Politics and youth

• German re-unification and its consequences 

Set film and set text
Goodbye Lenin!  is the set film and is the funny and moving story of Alex, a young man living in Berlin at the 
time of reunification. His mother awakes from a coma after the fall of the Berlin Wall, and to spare her any 
shock, Alex must pretend that the Wall is still standing and Communism still rules in East Germany.

Der Vorleser is the set text, which explores the extraordinary relationship between 15-year-old Michael and 
Hanna, a woman twice his age. Many years after their affair ends, Michael encounters Hanna again, in a 
courtroom where she is on trial for hideous war crimes. Michael gradually realises his boyhood love may be 
guarding a secret she considers to be more shameful than murder. 

Students study the characters and issues raised by the film and novel, in order to develop and express 
critical opinions towards them.

Individual research project
Students select their own focus for an extended research project, which they explore in depth to provide 
material for their discussion in the speaking examination. This project is designed to develop their research 
skills, and allow them to take further a topic of personal interest.
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CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL DIPLOMA  
IN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

COURSE CONTENT
Year 1:
Unit 1 – Building positive relationships in 
Health and Social Care (Coursework unit)
This unit covers the factors that can impact the way 
in which positive and professional environments 
are developed, particularly focusing on how 
communication skills can build a person centred 
approach. This will enable students to understand 
the importance of building good relationships with 
service providers and users. 

Unit 2 – Equality, diversity and rights in Health 
and Social Care (Examined unit)
This unit focuses on the principles and practicalities 
that underpin everyday work within the Health 
and Social Care field. Students will be able to 
develop their knowledge of the impact of a range 
of legislation in widening access for different social 
groups, alongside the importance of promoting 
individual rights. 

Unit 3 – Health, safety and security in Health 
and Social Care (Examined unit)
This unit enables students to develop a deeper 
understanding of how safety and security is 
promoted within organisations through the  
use of policies and procedures. 

ASSESSMENT
Year 1:

3 exams:  
30%

3 internally assessed coursework units: 
20%

Year 2:

2 exams: 
15%

4 internally assessed coursework units: 
35%

All units are graded Pass, Merit and 
Distinction. The final qualification is 
graded P, M, D, D*.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Completion of this qualification will 
enable students to progress onto a 
career within Health & Social Care, 
via higher education or entry level 
employment such as apprenticeships.  

This qualification is generally taken 
alongside other qualifications as part 
of a 2–year programme of learning. 
This will enable learners to progress 
to a degree programme chosen 
from a range of courses in the health 
and social care sector. It can be 
taken alongside A Levels in Biology, 
Psychology or History that can lead  
to various career paths within this  
field such as Primary Education.  

Learners should always check the 
entry requirements for degree 
programmes with specific higher 
education providers.

Exam Board: OCR

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is ideal for students who want to pursue a career 
within the Health & Social Care field. It will provide students 
with a breadth of knowledge, as they develop an insight into the 
factors that affect the way organisations are managed, and the 
roles and responsibilities of professionals working within a range 
of health and social care settings. Learners will examine a range 
of theoretical perspectives, which underpin current practice, 
whilst exploring the factors that have shaped public health, both 
historically and in the present day. The Diploma is equivalent to 
two A Levels and consists of twelve units over a two year period. 

i am really enjoying health and social care because the subject is varied in 
nature and is preparing me for a career in the health and social care sector. the 
course complements my other academic courses, as i am able to cross-reference 
my knowledge and skills in the areas of the psychology of mental health and 
research methods.
Hafsha Khan

Year 2:
Unit 5 – Infection Control (Coursework unit)
This unit focuses on how practitioners can ensure that 
organisations promote safety and hygiene within their practice so 
that infections are controlled and prevented. By studying this unit, 
students will be able to develop a deeper understanding of the 
causes and prevention of infection. 

Unit 6 – Personalisation and a person centred approach  
to care (Examined unit)
This unit explores the use of the welfare state to support 
individuals who are unable to access their basic needs. The role 
of authority and legislation will play a vital role in shaping the 
effectiveness of this personalisation for each individual. 

Unit 7 – Safeguarding (Examined unit)
The focus of this unit is on the issue of abuse, in which students 
will learn about the varying definitions and types of abuse and the 
ways in which organisations prevent it from occurring. Legislation 
protecting service users’ rights will be studied in detail. 

Unit 12 – Promote positive behaviour (Coursework unit)
This unit looks into how positive behaviours are encouraged 
in society and the ways in which organisations can play a vital 
role in reinforcing positive behaviours that will prevent harm to 
individuals. The use of legislation when dealing with individuals 
who live with mental health issues will also be studied. 

Unit 17 – Supporting people with mental health conditions 
(Coursework unit)
This unit allows students to explore the causes, treatments, 
methods of support and impacts of mental health issues on an 
individual’s everyday life. 

Unit 21 – Looked after children and young people 
(Coursework unit)
This unit enables students to develop a deeper insight into  
the pathways followed when working with children and young 
people who may be at risk. The roles and responsibilities of  
service providers will be studied in detail.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE 
passes or higher (grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course 
in a subject that they have studied 
at GCSE it is expected that a student 
would have achieved at least a 
standard pass (grade 4) in this 
subject.

Unit 4 – Anatomy and Physiology for Health 
and Social Care (Examined unit)
This unit explores the systems of the human body 
and the role each system plays in ensuring the body 
is functioning effectively. It will allow students to 
enhance their knowledge of the effects of various 
illnesses on an individual’s health. This includes 
the physical, intellectual, emotional and social 
implications, alongside focusing on the signs, 
symptoms and causes of the illnesses. 

Unit 13 – Sexual health, reproduction and early 
development stages (Coursework unit)
This unit will allow students to study the various 
sexually transmitted illnesses, the factors affecting 
the reproductive system and the stages an individual 
goes through during and post-pregnancy. 

Unit 24 – Public Health (Coursework unit)
This unit focuses on the issues within society 
surrounding the health of the public and analyses 
how effective government responses have been 
in tackling inequalities. It will also enable students 
to explore the needs of the society based on 
geographical location. 
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CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL  
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
Exam Board: OCR

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This qualification will provide students with a broad overview of the Health & Social Care sector as  
they develop a deeper insight into the factors that affect individuals throughout their life, the roles  
and responsibilities of those working in this field, and the ways in which high quality care is provided.  
This Extended Certificate is equivalent to one A Level and consists of six units over a two year period. 

Year 2:
Unit 4 – Anatomy and Physiology for Health 
and Social Care (Examined unit)
This unit explores the systems of the human body 
and the role each system plays in ensuring the body 
is functioning effectively. It will allow students to 
enhance their knowledge of the effects of various 
illnesses on an individual’s health. This includes 
the physical, intellectual, emotional and social 
implications, alongside focusing on the signs, 
symptoms and causes of the illnesses. This will  
be externally assessed.

Unit 13 – Sexual health, reproduction and early 
development stages (Coursework unit)

This unit will allow students to study the various 
sexually transmitted illnesses, the factors affecting 
the reproductive system and the stages an 
individual goes through during and post-pregnancy. 
This will be internally assessed.  

Unit 24 – Public Health (Coursework)
This unit focuses on the issues within society 
surrounding the health of the public and analyses 
how effective government responses have been 
in tackling health inequalities. It will also enable 
students to explore the needs of the society based 
on geographical location. 

ASSESSMENT
Year 1:

2 exams: 
35%

1 internally assessed coursework unit: 
15%

Year 2:

1 exam:  
25%

2 internally assessed coursework units: 
25%

All units are graded Pass, Merit and Distinction.  
The final qualification is graded P, M, D, D*.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

health and social care is equipping me with the skills and knowledge needed to  
be an effective health or social care practitioner in a range of settings. as part  
of the course i have explored a number of themes including effective 
communication, the treatment and management of different health conditions, 
educating children and young people and the different barriers faced by individuals 
who encounter challenges in their lives. the rigour of the programme also 
enables me to develop my organisation, time management and planning skills, 
which i am able to apply to various aspects of my academic and personal life.
Shano Korshed

COURSE CONTENT
Year 1:
Unit 1 – Building positive relationships  
in Health and Social Care (Coursework unit)
This unit covers the factors that can impact the way 
in which positive and professional environments 
are developed particularly focusing on how 
communication skills can build a person centred 
approach. This will enable students to understand 
the importance of building good relationships  
with service providers and users. This will be 
internally assessed. 

Unit 2 – Equality, diversity and rights in Health 
and Social Care (Examined unit)
This unit focuses on the principles and practicalities 
that underpin everyday work within the Health and 
Social Care field. Students will be able to develop 
their knowledge of the impact of legislation in 
widening access for different social groups in 
society. This unit also addresses the importance 
of promoting individual rights when working with 
clients. This will be externally assessed. 

Unit 3 – Health, safety and security in Health 
and Social Care (Examined unit)
This unit enables students to develop a deeper 
understanding of how health, safety and security  
is promoted within organisations through the use  
of policies and procedures. This will be  
externally assessed.  

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Completion of this qualification will enable students 
to progress onto further study at level 3, higher 
education or training in H&SC, or a related field. 
Opportunities to undertake work experience will 
also be available for students. 

This qualification is generally taken alongside other 
qualifications as part of a 2–year programme of 
learning. This will enable learners to progress to a 
degree programme chosen from a range of courses 
in the health and social care sector. It can be taken 
alongside A Levels such as Biology, Psychology 
or Sociology that can lead to various career paths 
within this field such as Primary Education.  

Learners should always check the entry 
requirements for degree programmes  
with specific higher education providers.

80

Elliott Hudson College Elliott Hudson College

Prospectus 2018/19 81Prospectus 2018/19



HISTORY
Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
History is a discipline that has fascinated human beings for thousands of years. It provides superb training in 
communication, handling of information, and thinking and reading critically – invaluable skills for employers, 
universities, and everyday life. Our history course is a study of the making of the modern world: modern 
Britain; modern Europe; and modern America. Two main Units comprise 80% of the final A Level: the British 
Empire, 1857-1967, and Germany 1918-45. Finally, 20% of the qualification is made up of a coursework unit on 
the origins of America.

COURSE CONTENT
Unit 1 - Breadth Study:  
the British Empire, c1857-1967
This unit looks at the making of modern Britain 
through the development and disintegration of its 
empire – the largest the world has ever seen. We 
explore the topic through key questions such as – 
what drove imperial expansion, and then decline? 
How much did the empire change over time, and 
why? Who benefitted from the empire, and who lost 
out? Specific focus falls on Britain’s own society and 
politics in relation to the empire; and the growth and 
fall of the empire in British India and Africa. 

Unit 2 – Depth Study:  
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1945
This unit examines the making of modern Europe 
through a critical phase in the history of Germany, 
the continent, and the world. We will explore the 
German revolution at the end of World War One;  
the high hopes, critical weaknesses, and violent 
chaos of the Weimar Republic; the collapse of 
Weimar and Hitler’s rise to power; the nature of 
the Nazi state, and Nazi rule through terror and 
indoctrination. Finally we study how Hitler and  
the Nazis carried their war against internal enemies 
to a war against the world, and finally to the most 
horrifying acts of mass killing ever committed. 

Unit 3 – Coursework – from the thirteen 
colonies to the Thirteenth Amendment:  
the USA, 1763-1865
This unit will study the making of modern America 
in the time period from 1763 to 1865: from British 
imperial wars, through the War of Independence, 
to the cataclysmic Civil War in the 1860s, and the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln. In the shadows 
of this bright young nation’s rise lie the dark realities 
of slavery, and the treatment of Native Americans. 
After the taught course students set a question of 
their own choosing, covering an issue in the context 
of these 100 years, and research both primary and 
secondary sources on the topic to create an essay  
of 3000-3500 words.

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1  
Written exam: 2 hours 

40% of A Level

Unit 2 
Written exam: 2 hours

40% of A Level

Unit 3 
Non-examined assessment

3,000-3,500 word essay 
20% of A Level

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
A Level History offers unique and 
exhilarating opportunities for both 
further education and employment. 
It is a highly respected academic 
qualification because of the rigorous 
training it gives in critical thought, 
research, and discursive writing; yet 
it is also greatly valued by employers 
because of the transferable skills it 
cultivates.

history is a challenging a level subject, but if you put your mind to it you will 
find it very rewarding.
Jack Linley

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE 
passes or higher (grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course 
in a subject that they have studied 
at GCSE it is expected that a student 
would have achieved at least a 
standard pass (grade 4) in this 
subject.
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CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL IN ICT  
(2016 SUITE)

Exam Board: OCR

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This qualification aims to develop a student’s knowledge, understanding and skills of the principles of IT 
and Global Information Systems. You will gain an insight into the IT sector as you investigate the pace of 
technological change, IT infrastructure, the flow of information on a global scale, and the importance of legal 
and security considerations.

Designed in collaboration with experts spanning the breadth of the sector including Cisco, Naace, IBM, BT 
and Barclays, the Level 3 Cambridge Technical in IT focuses on the requirements that today’s universities 
and employers demand.

COURSE CONTENT
Year 1: AS Level (180GLH)
Unit 1 - Fundamentals of IT:
The purpose of this unit is to provide a sound 
understanding of IT technologies and practices 
that are essential for IT professionals. Information 
learnt in this unit will create a solid foundation in the 
fundamentals of hardware, networks, software, the 
ethical use of computers and how businesses use IT.

Knowledge gained in the study of this unit will 
also help to prepare you for relevant industry 
qualifications such as CompTIA A+, CompTIA, 
Mobility+ and Cisco IT Essentials.

Unit 2 - Global Information:
The purpose of this unit is to demonstrate the uses 
of information in the public domain, globally, in 
the cloud and across the Internet, by individuals 
and organisations. You will discover that good 
management of both data and information is 
essential and that it can give any organisation  
a competitive edge. 

This unit will provide you with a greater 
understanding of how organisations use information 
sources both internally and externally and the 
types of information you will encounter. Knowledge 
gained in the study of this unit will also help prepare 
you for relevant industry qualifications such as  
VM Ware.

ASSESSMENT
Year 1: AS Level (180GLH)
This compromises of two external examinations.

Unit 1 - Fundamentals of IT 
1 hour 30 minutes external written exam - 80 marks

• Section A comprises multiple choice questions

• Section B comprises short answer and extended 
response questions

This examination will be taken in the January  
2018 series.

Unit 2 - Global information 
1 hour 30 minutes external written exam - 80 marks

• Section A comprises short answer and extended 
response questions based on a pre-released 
case study. A new case study is released for 
each examination series and will include research 
prompts which learners will need to respond to 
prior to the external assessment.

• Section B comprises short answer and extended 
response questions. These questions will not 
relate to the pre-released case study.

This examination will be taken in the May/June  
2018 series. 

Year 2: A Level  
(360 GLH -  inclusive of the AS content)
This qualification offers a degree of flexibility in 
the units studied in year 2 and therefore, based on 
the cohort of students and the ever changing IT 
industry, we intend to select the most appropriate 
units towards the end of year 1.

Mandatory Unit:
The mandatory unit chosen will reflect one of the 
following pathways:

• IT Infrastructure Technician: Unit 4 - Computer 
Networks

• Emerging Digital Technology Practitioner:  
Unit 5 - Virtual and Augmented Reality

• Application Developer: Unit 6 - Application Design

• Data Analyst: Unit 7 - Data Analysis and Design

Optional units:
Two further units will be chosen at the end of  
year 1 to reflect the pathway selected above.  
Some of the optional units available are listed below:

• Unit 8 - Project Management

• Unit 9 - Product Development

• Unit 12 - Mobile Technology

• Unit 13 - Social Media and Digital Marketing

• Unit 17 - Internet of Everything

• Unit 18 - Computer Systems – Hardware

• Unit 19 - Computer Systems – Software

• Unit 20 - IT Technical Support

Further information can be found on the  
OCR website.

throughout my studies i’ve expanded my knowledge of it enjoying both the  
practical and the theory sides of the subject. i really enjoyed developing my existing 
skills and i’ve loved learning about things i didn’t ever expect to find out about.  
i believe the variety of topics covered, supported by excellent teachers, has allowed 
me to explore and understand how and why it has a real impact on today’s society. 
Megan-Louise Cook

Year 2: A Level  
(360 GLH -  inclusive of the AS content)

This comprises three centre-assessed and  
externally-moderated units.

These 3 units undertaken by students will be 
internally produced and assessed before being 
submitted to the exam board for final moderation.

All units are graded Pass, Merit and Distinction.  
The final qualification is graded P, M, D, D*.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
In completing this qualification, students will 
develop transferable professional, personal and 
social skills required by universities and employers 
such as communication, problem solving, time 
management, research and analytical skills. This 
will provide a solid platform for future progression 
opportunities both academically and in the world  
of work.
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LAW

ASSESSMENT
This course is 100% externally examined.  
Students will sit three exams in total to be  
awarded the A Level Law qualification:

The Legal System and Criminal Law (01): 

2 hour exam worth 100 marks  
(Roughly 33% of the overall A Level)

Law-making and the Law of Tort (02): 

2 hour exam worth 100 marks  
(Roughly 33% of the overall A Level)

Further Law (03): 

2 hour exam worth 100 marks  
(Roughly 33% of the overall A Level)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The skills that you acquire through studying this 
course will be applicable in a wide range of careers 
including the legal profession (Barrister, Solicitor, 
Legal Secretary, etc.), the public services (Police 
Force), teaching and business. 

You may also go on to study Law or related  
degrees (e.g. Business) at university or find  
a legal apprenticeship.

studying law at ehc has enhanced my awareness of the legal activities that  
happen within today’s society. the teachers within the law department work hard 
and go above and beyond to support and work with each individual student to  
make sure that we reach our full potential. my legal studies have also broadened 
my knowledge as to the possible careers that i can go into that relate to law. 
Jonathan Harvey

Exam Board: OCR

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will provide learners with a sound knowledge of the fundamental principles of the English 
legal system. Students will be provided with the opportunity to develop knowledge, understanding and 
critical awareness of the structure, personnel and functions of the English legal system and an in-depth 
knowledge of the operation of areas within both private and public law. Students will develop and apply 
the techniques of legal method and reasoning to analyse and offer answers to problems, based on legal 
principles, legislation and case law. 

COURSE CONTENT
The Legal System  
and Criminal Law (01): 
• Civil courts and ADR 

(alternative dispute resolution) 

• Criminal process

• Criminal courts

• Penal system

• Judiciary  

• The legal profession 

• Lay people in the legal system 

• Provision of legal services 

• Elements of a crime

• Fatal offences  

• Non-fatal offences 

• Property offences

• Attempted offences

• General defences

Law-making and  
the Law of Tort (02): 
• Doctrine of precedent

• Legislation 

• Delegated legislation 

• European Union law

• Law reform

• Liability in negligence

• Occupiers’ liability

• Torts connected to land

• Vicarious liability 

• Defences and remedies 

Further Law (03): 
• Nature of law

• Law and morality

• Law and justice

• Law and society

• Law and technology

• Protection of the individual’s 
human rights and freedoms  
in the UK 

• Key provisions of the European 
Convention on Human Rights 

• Restrictions and enforcement 
of human rights law
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MATHEMATICS

Exam Board: Edexcel

COURSE DESCRIPTION
A Level Mathematics offers students with a good understanding of Mathematics the chance to study it at 
a higher level. It provides a thorough grounding in the mathematical tools and techniques often needed in 
the workplace. Techniques covered include algebra, geometry, trigonometry and calculus, which together 
form the fundamental building-blocks of the subject. 

COURSE CONTENT
Pure Maths 
This section includes: algebra, graphs, functions, 
logarithms, trigonometry, geometry and calculus.

Statistics 
This section includes: probability, statistical 
measures, discrete random variables and  
hypothesis testing.

Mechanics 
This section includes: kinematics, statics,  
dynamics, moments and equilibrium.

ASSESSMENT
Pure Maths 1 

2 hour exam worth 33.3%

Pure Maths 2

2 hour exam worth 33.3%

Statistics and Mechanics 

2 hour exam worth 33.3%

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

To study Mathematics at A Level, a student must 
have achieved a grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Students with an A Level in Mathematics earn on 
average 10% more than those with other A Levels. 
It is a well-respected and sought after A Level 
which will open many doors to future careers, 
such as Finance, Engineering, Market Research 
and Computing. Many Arts students also enjoy 
Mathematics A Level. Product Design, Architecture 
and Music all have mathematical elements to them.

taking a level maths will open many doors in the future. it is challenging  
but if you work hard, you will surely be rewarded.
Wendy Mensah
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MATHEMATICS (FURTHER)

Exam Board: Edexcel

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
A Level Further Mathematics offers students 
an opportunity to deepen their mathematical 
knowledge. Further Mathematics will explore 
different topics, which are introduced in A Level 
Mathematics. The common question we will ask  
is “what if” when discussing areas of mathematics.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Students who study Further Mathematics are able 
to demonstrate their problem-solving skills to future 
universities and employers. Further Mathematics 
develops logical thinking skills and enables  
students to break down complex problems.  
Further Mathematics gives the skills required for 
degrees in Mathematics, Engineering, Physics, 
Economics and Computer Science. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

Achieve grade 7 or higher in GCSE Maths.

studying further maths helps me understand how and why maths works. it’s 
challenging but will really benefit me in the future.
Findlay Hinchliffe

COURSE CONTENT
The following two examinations are compulsory: 
Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics 1 
Paper 2: Core Pure Mathematics 2
Proof, Complex numbers, Matrices, Further algebra and functions, 
Further calculus, Further vectors, Polar coordinates, Hyperbolic 
functions, Differential Equations. 

The following two examinations are subject to change depending 
on the strengths of the group:

Paper 3: Further Statistics 1
Discrete probability distributions, Poisson and binomial 
distributions, Geometric and negative binomial distributions, 
Hypothesis testing, Central Limit Theorem, Chi Squared tests, 
Probability generating functions, Quality of tests.

Paper 4: Further Mechanics 1
Momentum and impulse, Work, energy and power, Elastic strings 
and springs and elastic energy, Elastic collisions in one dimension, 
Elastic collisions in two dimensions.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics 1 
Written Exam - 1 hour 30 mins 

25% of A Level

Paper 2: Core Pure Mathematics 2 
Written Exam - 1 hour 30 mins 

25% of A Level

Paper 3: Further Statistics 1 
Written Exam - 1 hour 30 mins 

25% of A Level

Paper 4: Further Mechanics 1 
Written Exam - 1 hour 30 mins 

25% of A Level

Elliott Hudson College Elliott Hudson College
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MEDIA STUDIES

COURSE CONTENT
Component 1: Media Messages
You will develop knowledge and understanding of media 
language and representations - how meaning is constructed. 
You will study a range of products such as The Big Issue 
magazine and conduct a case study as you compare the ways 
in which The Daily Mail and The Guardian communicate to 
their audiences. 

Section A covers the news (print, online, social and 
participatory media) and Section B covers Language and 
Representation (magazines, music videos and advertising).

Component 2: Evolving Media
You will develop knowledge and understanding of media 
industries and audiences - the relationship between producer 
and user. You will study a range of products such as the BBC 
Radio 1 Breakfast Show, Minecraft, and popular TV drama 
House of Cards. Section A studies Industry and Audience 
(radio, video game, film), and Section B, Long Form TV Drama 
(US and non-English speaking).

Component 3: Cross-Media Production
You will respond creatively to a practical brief set by the exam 
board to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding  
of the theoretical framework and digital convergence.

Exam Board: OCR

COURSE DESCRIPTION
A Level Media Studies engages students in a depth of study of media products in relation to the four areas 
of the theoretical framework: media language; media representation; media industries; and media audiences.

You will study a wide range of media products, theories and contexts to develop critical analysis skills.  
You will also develop practical skills to produce a cross-media production which explores both traditional 
and digital techniques.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Attain 5 A*-C grades at GCSE.  
This can include a grade 4/5 under  
the new grading system.

If a student is applying for an A Level 
course that they have studied at GCSE  
it is expected that a student would attain 
a minimum of a grade C in this subject. 
This includes a 4/5 under the new 
grading system.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Media Messages 
Written examination: 2 hours

35% of qualification

Component 2: Evolving Media 
Written examination: 2 hours

35% of qualification

Component 3: Cross-Media Production 
Non-Exam Assessment

30% of qualification

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Media Studies A Level is an excellent 
course to prepare for a wide range of 
higher education courses but specific  
HE opportunities include: Communication 
Studies, Journalism or Digital Media 
Production. These HE courses could 
lead to a broad range of careers in the 
media industry such as journalism; TV 
producing; advertising and marketing; 
and graphic design.

i have enjoyed media studies this year and have found a big interest in the media 
despite never doing it in high school.
Ryan Maynard

You will also build your capacity for independent 
research, engage with contemporary issues from 
a range of perspectives, and develop debating 
skills, while gaining a deeper appreciation and 
understanding of the role media plays in  
day-to-day life. 

Studying Media at GCSE is not essential but a keen 
interest in the current media landscape is desirable - 
this makes the subject much more personal to you. 
It complements study of other subjects such  
as English Language, Film Studies, Art, Graphics  
and Photography. Anyone wishing to pursue a  
more specific career in the media industry such  
as technical or broadcasting roles should also 
consider Maths or Physics A Level.
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MUSIC

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will equip students with the fundamental skills required to progress to advanced musicianship. 
Students will develop their skills as performers and composers, as well as learning how to analyse music 
from a variety of styles. Music is a multi-faceted subject and involves a variety of contrasting skills ranging 
from practical music making, to creating and analysing music.

COURSE CONTENT
Component 1 - Appraising Music 
The areas of study provide a focus for students to appraise, develop and demonstrate an in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of musical elements, musical contexts and musical language. In this unit 
students will study the ‘Western classical tradition’ and a choice of two other areas from: pop music, music 
for media, music for theatre, jazz, contemporary traditional music, or art music since 1910. The areas of study 
can also provide a rich source of material for students to work with when developing performance and 
composition skills. 

Component 2 - Performance 
This unit gives students the opportunity to perform as an instrumentalist and/or singer. Students will be 
given specialist one-to-one tuition in order to ensure they are fully equipped for this part of the course.  
There is also an option to perform using music technology.

Component 3 - A Musical Performance 
This unit gives students an opportunity to compose their own music. Students will acquire the necessary 
skills and techniques to complete two compositions; one to an exam board set brief, and one free 
composition. Students will also write two 150-word programme notes to accompany their compositions. 

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 – Appraising Music 
Exam: 2 hours 30 minutes

120 marks 
40% of A Level

Unit 2 - Performance 
10 minute performance 

50 marks 
35% of A Level

Unit 3 – Composition 
2 compositions

50 marks 
25% of A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

It is desirable that students have a qualification in  
a musical instrument to at least Grade 5 to study  
A Level Music.

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The AQA Music course makes for great 
preparation for any further form of musical study 
at undergraduate level. It also gives students the 
fundamental skills required for any serious career in 
music as a performer or composer. Beyond this, its 
academic rigour and high demands on creative and 
interpretive skills makes it good training for many 
degrees and careers. 

music is a great subject as you get exposed to loads of new music you wouldn’t 
normally listen to. you also learn how to compose pieces of music which you  
can be really proud of.
George Kelly
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Students will learn to use dedicated music technology software in order to record, edit and manipulate 
music. They will cover a wide range of topics such as the physics of sound, using recording equipment 
(microphones, mixing desks etc.), and inputting and editing musical data. Students will also study the 
development of popular music styles since 1910 and will learn how each decade in music has influenced 
succeeding genres. 

ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Recording  
Non-examined assessment: externally assessed

20% of the qualification 
60 marks

Component 2: Technology-based composition 
Non-examined assessment: externally assessed

20% of the qualification 
60 marks

Component 3: Listening and analysing 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

25% of the qualification 
75 marks

Component 4: Producing and analysing 
Written/practical examination: 

2 hours 15 minutes (plus 10 minutes setting-up time) 
35% of the qualification 
105 marks

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes  
or higher (grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject  
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected  
that a student would have achieved at least  
a standard pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The course provides students with skills that  
will enhance their abilities as a musician and  
will allow them to create and produce their  
own music. It will also provide an insight into  
how audio equipment functions and operates  
which will enable students to have greater 
understanding and control when dealing  
with live and recorded musical performances.

music tech is an amazing subject for students who are creative and passionate 
about the subject. the software is amazing as it is up to date and students have 
access to a wide range of instruments digitally and physically. i would definitely 
recommend this subject to anyone with an interest in music.
James Atkinson

COURSE CONTENT
Component 1: Recording
Students will use technology to explore a range of 
techniques for capturing, editing and manipulating 
sound, which will help them understand the impact 
of music technology on creative processes in the 
studio. They will then produce a completed mix. 

Component 2: Technology-based 
Composition
Students will use technology to explore a range 
of techniques for developing ideas. They will then 
choose and complete one brief from three options 
set by the exam board and turn their ideas into a 
technology-based composition. 

Students should develop in-depth knowledge and 
understanding of musical elements and musical 
language, and apply these, where appropriate,  
to their own technology-based compositions.

Component 3: Listening and analysing
This component gives students the opportunity to 
identify, analyse and evaluate a range of creative 
music production techniques, as applied to the 
unfamiliar commercial recordings supplied in the 
examination. As well as identifying effects and their 
associated parameter settings, students will explain 
the principles behind the choice of the effects heard 
on each recording, and their sonic character, in a 
series of written responses.

Through the deconstruction and analysis of a 
final, commercial product, students will expand 
their knowledge of the recording and production 
practices associated with a number of historical eras.

Component 4: Producing and analysing
Students will work with unedited audio and MIDI 
materials provided by Pearson that have been 
captured using microphone, DI and sequencing 
techniques. The examination will assess the ability 
to process and correct these materials using a range 
of production skills, culminating in a series of audio 
bounces/exports for individual instrumental/vocal 
parts, plus a final stereo mix. 

Students will refine and combine pre-existing 
‘ingredients’ of a mix to form a convincing 
final product. Students will also comment on 
sonic characteristics of the materials provided, 
interpreting the underlying theory associated with 
these. They will also have to justify decisions they 
have made in respect of selecting processes and 
parameters when undertaking the practical tasks.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Physical Education is a great subject to study at A Level for those that are interested in the world  
of sport. We look at the body in detail through two physiology units, looking at topics covering areas  
such as the respiratory system, sports injuries, and biomechanics/movement analysis. There are also topics 
such as aggression in sport and equal opportunities that look into the wider role sport plays in society.

sport is a big part of my life and i chose to study a level sports studies to learn 
more about the subject that i can apply to my elite sporting background, playing 
for leeds rhinos academy. my teachers provide a lot of advice and guidance to 
the students which has helped improve my knowledge and understanding. i would 
thoroughly recommend the course to future students.
Muizz Mustapha

COURSE CONTENT
Paper 1 - Factors affecting participation  
in physical activity and sport
During this unit the emphasis is placed upon 
learning the basics of skill acquisition, sports 
psychology, anatomy and physiology, and  
ways in which a performer can train in order  
to maintain a healthy lifestyle. Students will  
look in more detail at the ways in which  
exercise impacts upon the circulatory and 
respiratory systems as well as ways in which  
a performer can learn new skills. The unit will  
also look into biomechanical movement and 
technology used in physical activity and sport.

Paper 2 - Factors affecting optimal 
performance in physical activity and sport
There are three key components to this unit – 
exercise physiology and biomechanics, sports 
psychology and sport, society and technology. 
These three aspects are taught separately and  
make up the final examination in this subject.  
All of the work done relates these three very 
different areas back to sport and sports 
performances, and can be intriguing and  
beneficial to sportspeople of all standards. 

Non-exam assessment - Practical performance in physical activity and sport
Students are assessed as a performer or coach in the full-sided version of one activity. Therefore it is 
imperative that the student is actively taking part in a fully competitive version of their chosen physical 
activity. They will also have to produce a written/verbal analysis and evaluation of their performance. 

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 
Written external examination: 2 hours, 105 marks.

This examination accounts for 35% of the overall  
A Level grade.

Paper 2 
Written external examination: 2 hours, 105 marks.

This examination accounts for 35% of the overall  
A Level grade.

Practical performance 

90 marks.

Students are internally assessed on their 
performance and written/verbal analysis of their 
performance by members of the PE department, 
and are externally moderated. This equates to  
30% of the A Level grade.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The subjects students learn about will be invaluable 
at a personal level and will help them to be better at 
sport, no matter what the individual standard. This 
A Level also opens up a whole number of career 
options, for example as a PE teacher, sports coach,  
personal trainer, sports scientist, physiotherapist, 
nutritionist, or jobs within sports development.
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PHYSICS

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Physics A Level course offers students the 
opportunity to lay the groundwork for future 
studies at university for example, in science and 
engineering. There is a good coverage of a range of 
physics topics such as quantum phenomena, waves, 
mechanics, electricity, fields, radioactivity and 
thermal physics. 

COURSE CONTENT
Measurements and their errors
This is a continuing study for a student of physics.  
It comprises a working knowledge of the 
fundamental units of measurement, the  
nature of errors in practical work, and their 
numerical treatment.

Particles and radiation
An introduction into the fundamental properties 
of matter, electromagnetic radiation and quantum 
phenomena. 

Waves
GSCE studies of wave phenomena are extended 
through a development of knowledge of the 
characteristics, properties and applications of 
progressive and stationary waves. 

Mechanics and materials
This comprises of an extension of forces, energy and 
momentum that was studied at GCSE along with 
bulk properties and tensile strength. 

Electricity
This builds and develops upon GCSE studies and 
lays the groundwork for later study of electrical 
applications.

Further mechanics and thermal physics
The earlier study of mechanics is further advanced 
through consideration of circular motion and simple 
harmonic motion. Thermal properties, the nature 
of ideal gases and molecular kinetic theory are 
introduced and studied in depth.

Fields and their consequences
Fields is one of the great unifying ideas in physics 
and here it is developed in detail. The ideas of 
gravitational, electrostatics and magnetic fields are 
studied and unifying links to other earlier parts of 
the course are emphasised here.

Nuclear physics
This builds on the earlier work done on particles  
and radiation that link to the properties of the 
nucleus and the production of nuclear power.

Additional option choice
One of five option choices are studied –  
1) Astrophysics, 2) Medical physics,  
3) Engineering physics, 4) Turning points  
in physics or 5) Electronics. 

 

studying physics at ehc is incredibly fun, you get to do great experiments  
all whilst developing your knowledge.
Caitlin Butler

ASSESSMENT
Students will sit three 2 hour written exam 
papers. Papers 1 and 2 are worth 85 marks each 
and the third is worth 80. Each paper is worth 
approximately one third of the A level grade.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes  
or higher (grade 4 or higher).

Achieve a grade 6 or higher in either GCSE 
combined science or GCSE Physics.  

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Physics is ideal for students who want to study a 
wide variety of related subjects at university or to 
follow a career in science. There are many careers 
which utilise the knowledge and skills in physics; 
these include medicine, engineering, technology, 
medical physics, computer science, nuclear 
technology, space science, geological surveys, 
weather forecasting, accounting and finance,  
patent attorney, product development scientist  
and systems developer. 
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POLITICS
Exam Board: Edexcel

COURSE DESCRIPTION
There has never been a better time to study Politics. With seismic events such as the British exit from the 
European Union and the election of Donald Trump as American President, an A Level in Politics will help you 
to understand these major changes. The course has three components, two of which involve studying UK 
Politics and the final component involves a study of US Politics.  

COURSE CONTENT
Paper 1 – UK Politics  
(with Core Political Ideas):
• UK Politics: democracy and 

participation, political parties, 
electoral systems, voting 
behaviour and the media

• Ideas: conservatism,  
liberalism and socialism

 

Paper 2 – UK Government  
(with Optional Political Ideas):
• UK Government: constitution, 

parliament, prime minister, 
relationships between  
the branches

• Optional political ideas. 
Students will study the core 
ideas and principles, types and 
different thinkers of anarchism.

Paper 3 –  
Comparative Politics:
• US constitution and federalism, 

US Presidency, US Congress, 
US Supreme Court, democracy 
and participation, civil rights.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1:
Written examination – 2 hours

33.3% of the qualification

Paper 2:
Written examination – 2 hours

33.3% of the qualification

Paper 3:
Written examination – 2 hours

33.3% of the qualification

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher  
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject that they have 
studied at GCSE it is expected that a student would have achieved 
at least a standard pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Politics is a well-respected A Level and would be welcomed  
by all universities. An A Level in Politics will enhance applications  
for jobs in the following areas, as well as many others:

• Media

• Education

• Banking

• Civil Service

• Finance

politics has allowed me to understand the british political system and has 
persuaded me to vote in the next election.
Zain Kiani 
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PRODUCT DESIGN
Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge 
and confidence to succeed in a number of careers, especially those in the creative industries.

They will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic influences on design and 
technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning into practice by producing prototypes  
of their choice.

Students will gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge  
and skills sought by higher education and employers.

COURSE CONTENT
The subject content for A Level Product Design is divided into three components: 

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 
Written exam: 2.5 hours 

120 marks  
30% of A Level

Questions:
• Mixture of short answer and extended  

response questions

Paper 2 
Written exam: 1.5 hours

80 marks 
20% of A Level

Questions:
• Mixture of short answer and extended response 

questions

• Section A: Product Analysis: 30 marks 

• Up to 6 short answer questions based on visual 
stimulus of product(s) 

• Section B: Commercial manufacture: 50 marks 

• Mixture of short and extended response questions 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) 
Substantial design and make task

100 marks 
50% of A Level

Evidence:
Written or digital design portfolio and photographic 
evidence of final prototype.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

product design at elliott hudson college has given me confidence in designing  
and the knowledge to research and develop my designs to create a prototype that  
i am proud of. i will be able to use my impressive portfolio to apply for university 
and take with me to interviews.
Joe Townend

Paper 1 – Technical Principles 
Students will explore different materials such as 
wood, plastic, metal, composites, ceramics and 
glass. They will learn about the characteristics of the 
different materials and their applications. Through 
the study and practical investigation of a variety of 
products, students will assess appropriate methods 
of enhancement, finishes and forming.

Students will study modern manufacturing and 
commercial practice. They will develop the ability 
to discuss a variety of modern manufacturing 
methods and ideas, including the use of 
computer programmes and ICT, marketing and 
communication, and Health and Safety. They will 
also explore product life cycles, safety for workers 
and consumers, inclusive design and intellectual 
property rights, in order to become experts in 
product development and improvement.

Paper 2 – Designing and making principles
Students will draw on and apply the range of skills 
and knowledge acquired from studying technical 
principles to inform their decisions in design, and 
the application or development of technology.

Students will explore social, moral and ethical issues 
in product development with a focus on responsible 
design. Students will look in detail at national and 
international standards for product design and look 
at how culture and technology impacts change in 
design. For example, they will study how the British 
Standards Institute ensures the safety of electrical 
consumer products like hedge trimmers, or how a 
change in legislation has affected washing  
machine design.

NEA 
Students will undertake a practical project to 
develop a prototype for a product, using the 
knowledge developed whilst studying for Paper 1 
and 2. Students will be working with a real client 
answering a live brief. They could be creating a 
product to assist a person with a physical disability, 
or adapting a product to make it accessible for 
an elderly person. They could look at creating a 
collection box to help raise funds for a charity, or 
a toy for a child to interact with. Students will be 
responsible for project management, research and 
development, testing and manufacture along with 
quality assurance and quality control. Students will 
develop their analysis and evaluative skills in order 
to make feasible modification suggestions and 
record the evolution of their ideas in an A3  
portfolio, including photographic evidence  
of their final prototype.
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PSYCHOLOGY

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Throughout the A Level course, students will have the opportunity to develop skills of interpretation, 
evaluation and application in the ever-changing field of Psychology. Experimentation is crucial in  
Psychology and so the new courses encourage practical investigations.

COURSE CONTENT
Paper 1 - ‘Introductory topic in Psychology’
Social Influence
Students will be exploring why some people 
conform to a majority influence, and why people 
obey authority. Students also examine explanations 
for resisting pressure to conform and obey.

Memory
Students will have the opportunity to explore 
cognitive explanations of memory. During this 
they will learn about different models of memory, 
different explanations for forgetting, and how we 
use our memory in everyday life.

Attachment
Students will explore developmental explanations 
for early development of children and how babies 
form attachments, who they form them to, and  
what happens if they do not form attachments.

Psychopathology
Students will apply the knowledge gained from the 
‘approaches’ topic to explanations and treatments 
of modern psychological abnormalities, including 
phobias, depression and OCD.

psychology is one of the most intellectually stimulating subjects to study as 
it makes you question your own way of thinking and the way your mind works. 
it is a fun subject with the most enthusiastic teachers but does require good 
organisation and lots of revision.
Chloe Lancashire

Paper 2 - ‘Psychology in context’
Approaches in Psychology
Students will consider the different approaches 
taken in Psychology, both historically and 
today. These will include the learning, cognitive, 
psychodynamic, humanistic and biological 
approaches.

Biopsychology
Students will explore various aspects of human 
biology and how this has an influence on our 
behaviour. This includes the fight or flight response, 
synaptic transmission, the nervous system and  
much more.

Research Methods
Students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of modern research methods, 
including the scientific process and data  
handling and analysis. 

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1  
Written exam: 2 hours

96 marks  
33.3% of the A Level

Paper 2  
Written exam: 2 hours

96 marks  
33.3% of the A Level

Paper 3  
Written exam: 2 hours

96 marks  
33.3% of the A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
An A Level in Psychology prepares students for 
a wide variety of degrees, including English, Law, 
Philosophy and some sciences. Careers in this 
field include in clinical psychology, educational 
psychology, health psychology, forensic psychology 
and working as a counsellor.

Paper 3 - ‘Issues and options in Psychology’
Issues and debates
Students will consider issues and debates in 
Psychology, including gender and culture; free  
will and determinism; the nature-nurture debate; 
holism and reductionism; and the ethical 
implications of research. 

Aggression
Students will examine what the causes of 
aggression in humans are. This includes studying  
the influence of media on aggression and what 
causes aggression in prisons.

Schizophrenia
Here students will examine what schizophrenia 
is and how someone would be diagnosed with 
schizophrenia. Students will also explore the various 
explanations for the cause of the disorder as well 
as multiple treatments.

Relationships
Here students look at the different factors that 
influence attraction in relationships. They also 
explore the different theories of why we stay in a 
relationship and why a relationship may break down. 
In addition, students will look at the relationships 
that people create with each other online.
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SOCIOLOGY

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Sociology is the study of how social forces shape and mould human behaviour, usually without our consent 
or acknowledgement. It’s an ever-changing subject area that makes you question how the world works and 
often shines the spotlight on many different forms of inequality that exist in our world today.

ASSESSMENT 
Paper one –  
Education with Theory and Methods

Written exam – 2 hours 
33.3% of A Level

Paper two –  
Topics in Sociology

Written exam – 2 hours 
33.3% of A Level

Paper three –  
Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods

Written exam – 2 hours 
33.3% of A Level

before i started studying at elliott hudson, i had not studied sociology before but 
thought i’d give it a try as it sounded interesting. i’m glad i did. the subject is great 
and the teaching team are amazing at supporting individuals, providing resources 
and the organisation that you need.
Kyle Winter

COURSE CONTENT
Unit 1 – Education with Theory and Methods
The education section studies the role of education 
in today’s society from a variety of theoretical 
perspectives. Students will also study how the 
education system has evolved from its origin, to its 
present state and the factors that affect differences 
in educational achievement between different  
social groups.

The second part of the unit focusses on a range of 
research methods and sociological theory. First of 
all, students will explore a wide variety of research 
methods used by modern sociologists, for example, 
quantitative and qualitative methods and different 
sources of data. Additionally, students will study 
the practical and ethical considerations a practicing 
sociologist must take into account when conducting 
academic research. Finally, this part of the unit 
will include brief introductions to a range of key 
sociological theories and debates that will be  
used throughout the two year programme.

Unit 2 - Topics in Sociology  
(Families and Households)
This unit looks at how influential the family unit 
can be on the development of the individual. 
This module starts with looking at how different 
theoretical perspectives view the family and then 
progresses to look at more controversial themes 
such as domestic violence, divorce and family 
diversity that make this module a fascinating  
aspect of the subject area.

Unit 3 - Topics in Sociology  
(Beliefs in Society)
This global unit highlights the relevance of religious 
belief in our world today and discusses the way 
in which beliefs may be changing over time. 
Specific points of discussion include: is religion a 
conservative force or does it promote change and 
instability? Is globalisation a trigger for religious 
fundamentalism? Is religion still a dominant ideology 
in the world today? These themes, along with many 
more, will be explored in great detail.

Unit 4 - Crime and Deviance  
with Theory and Methods
Students will explore different sociological theories 
of crime and social control, such as debating the 
success of prisons and the power that surveillance 
has on regulating our behaviour. In addition, the 
social distribution of crime by ethnicity, gender and 
social class will be analysed using current trends. As 
the unit progresses, students will study the impact 
that globalisation has had on a range of criminal 
activities committed by individuals, big businesses 
and even governments!

In the second part of the unit, students will examine 
the core elements of sociological study building 
upon the knowledge gained in unit one. The aim of 
these lessons will be to develop existing knowledge 
of key theories such as Marxism and Feminism in 
much greater depth.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
An A Level in Sociology prepares students for a 
wide range of degrees, including English, Classics, 
Philosophy, Politics and Law. A broad range of 
career options are available with a degree in 
Sociology including social researcher, counsellor, 
primary or secondary teacher, probation  
officer, and working in human resources.
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SPANISH

Exam Board: AQA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
There are now more native Spanish-speakers in the world than those of any other language except Mandarin 
Chinese (yes, more people have Spanish as their first language than English!). 

However, Spanish A Level is much more than just a communication qualification. In fact, it is one of the most 
diverse courses imaginable, covering everything from Cuban politics to Colombian cinema, Mexican art to 
Spanish theatre, whilst also considering gender stereotypes, the rise of the Internet, racial discrimination, 
celebrity culture, immigration policy and much more!

This is a course for adventurous students who want the skills that come with learning a foreign language 
but who also want to discover new ideas and cultures, and look at the world we live in from a different 
perspective.

COURSE CONTENT
Social, Political and Cultural Topics:
The following 12 topics (categorised into 4 
broader areas) will be studied as we work on the 
development of speaking, listening, reading writing 
and translation skills:

Aspects of Hispanic society 
• Modern and traditional values

• Cyberspace

• Equal rights (gender equality, LGBT rights)

Multiculturalism in Hispanic society:
• Immigration 

• Integration

• Racism

Artistic culture in the Hispanic world:
• Modern day idols (the influence of celebrities)

• Spanish regional identity (festivals, food, regional 
languages) 

• Cultural heritage (art/architecture, music, Aztecs/
Mayans, Muslim heritage in Spain)

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world:
• “Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens”  

(youth engagement with politics)

• Monarchies and dictatorships

• Popular political movements  

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 – Listening, reading and writing 
Exam: 2 hours and 30 minutes 

100 marks 
50% of A Level

Paper 2 – Writing 
Written exam: 2 hours

80 marks 
20% of A Level

Paper 3 – Speaking

Speaking exam: 21-23 minutes in length based on 
the research project + a discussion of one of the 
social, political and cultural topics 
60 marks 
30% of A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Spanish has the advantage of being both a practical 
employment skill and a subject which is perceived to 
be highly academic, meaning that it is much sought 
after by both universities and employers. 

Former languages students choose to deploy their 
languages skills in a range of rewarding professional 
contexts, including journalism, law, business, politics 
and diplomacy. Meanwhile, many other careers are 
also available specifically for languages graduates, 
including language teaching (within the UK and 
abroad), linguistic and cultural research, and 
translation/interpretation.

spanish is not just great for developing language skills, but also for learning 
about the richness of other cultures.
Bruna Castro Chitunda

Literature and Film
The main written element of the Spanish A Level is 
an essay paper in which students are assessed on 
their critical responses to a film and a play which 
they have studied in depth. We will be studying:

Film: María, llena eres de gracia (directed by 
Joshua Marston)
Maria, IIena eres de gracia is the intensely moving 
story of a headstrong, pregnant Colombian teenager 
who becomes involved in the drugs trade. Out of 
work and desperate for money, María takes a job 
smuggling drugs from Colombia to the United 
States, but nothing about her trip goes as planned…

Play: Fernando Fernán Gómez, Las bicicletas 
son para el verano
Las bicicletas son para el verano is a gripping 
masterpiece of modern Spanish theatre. Beginning in 
Madrid in the summer of 1936, the play tells the story 
of one family’s struggles during the Spanish civil war 
and the Franco dictatorship which followed. It is a 
play about hope, despair and the horrors of war.

Individual research project
With support and guidance from their teacher, 
students select and research a topic of their 
choice, which can be anything relating to Spain 
or a Spanish-speaking country. They are then 
assessed on their project as part of their speaking 
examination. This is a real opportunity for students 
to become experts in a topic that excites them and 
gets them thinking.
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LEVEL 3 APPLIED DIPLOMA  
IN TOURISM 
Exam Board: WJEC

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The WJEC level 3 Applied Diploma in Tourism is designed to offer exciting and interesting experiences that 
focus on applied learning (the acquisition of knowledge and understanding) in purposeful contexts linked to 
tourism. It is designed for post-16 students with an interest in tourism who want to continue their education 
through applied learning, and who aim to progress to higher education.

COURSE CONTENT
Unit 1 - The UK Tourism Product
The UK is one of the world’s most popular tourism 
destinations. In this unit you will learn about the 
attractions of the UK including natural landscapes, 
coastal resorts and cities such as London. You will 
investigate how these resorts have changed over 
time and how people travel to and within the UK. 
Tourist marketing of the UK will be considered as 
well as the impact of technology on the booking  
of holidays. By the end of this unit, you will have 
gained an understanding of the wide range of 
tourist destinations within the UK and why it is  
such a popular destination. You will also understand 
that tourists travel for a wide range of reasons, 
not only to go on holiday. The UK tourism industry 
is dynamic and is constantly adapting to new 
situations. You will gain an understanding of why 
it is important to continually develop the tourism 
product and to successfully market this to the rest 
of the world.

Unit 2 – Worldwide Tourism Destinations 
This unit considers the factors that motivate people 
to travel to long and short haul tourism destinations. 
You will also study methods of travelling to major 
short haul destinations and how destinations are 
marketed. By the end of this unit you will have an 
understanding of the reasons or motivation for 
people to travel to different destinations. You will 
appreciate that there is a range of holiday types  
that tourists can choose to take. You will have 
studied a range of short haul and long haul 
destinations and have gained an understanding  
of what gives the destinations appeal.

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 – The UK Tourism Product 
Externally Assessed Unit 

(exam – one hour and 30 minutes) 
25% of qualification 

Unit 2 Worldwide Tourism Destinations 
Internally Assessed Unit 

(controlled assessment) 
25% of qualification

Unit 3 – The Dynamic Tourism Industry 
Externally Assessed Unit 

(exam – one hour and 30 minutes) 
25% of qualification 

Unit 4 – Event and itinerary planning 
Internally Assessed Unit 

(controlled assessment) 
25% of qualification

eco-tourism, environmental, social and economic challenges from around the 
world all influence the travel and tourism industry. if you are an individual who 
enjoys learning about the world’s challenges, or wish to have a career in the 
industry, much like me, start by choosing travel and tourism at ehc!
Jamie Wormald

Unit 3 – The Dynamic Tourism Industry 
This unit gives you an opportunity to explore the 
way the tourism industry responds to external 
pressures such as natural disasters or terrorist 
attacks. The impact of changing expectations and 
the use of technology in booking holidays will also 
be studied. The environmental impacts of tourism 
along with how these are managed will also be 
considered. By the end of this unit you will have 
gained an understanding of the dynamic nature 
of the global tourism industry. You will appreciate 
that there are many events and circumstances over 
which the industry has no control, but which it has 
to respond to. You will also appreciate that these 
changes are ongoing and that every day world 
events are occurring to which the global tourism 
industry has to respond.

Unit 4 – Event and itinerary planning 
In this unit you learn how to successfully plan a 
tourism event and tours within the UK, visiting cities, 
countryside areas and attractions. You will plan a 
tourism event and develop and present a UK tour.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher 
(grade 4 or higher).

If a student is applying for a course in a subject 
that they have studied at GCSE it is expected that 
a student would have achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 4) in this subject.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Tourism is ideal for students wishing to develop 
broad skills, knowledge and understanding of the 
travel and tourism industry and should prepare 
candidates for further study or training in travel  
and tourism related occupations.
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Design and production: Freckle Creative Ltd / www.freckleonline.com

ADMISSIONS POLICY
Elliott Hudson College follows the Admissions policy which can be  
accessed on the college website (www.elliotthudsoncollege.ac.uk).

In summary, the policy assesses students on the following:

• Current school

• Success at GCSE level

• Performance at interview

CURRENT SCHOOL
Priority will be given to those students that are currently studying within The GORSE Academies Trust:  
this currently includes students from The Morley Academy, The Farnley Academy and The Bruntcliffe 
Academy. After this, students from our formal partner schools, namely Cockburn High School and Swallow 
Hill Community College, will be prioritised. This should not deter applications from students studying  
in schools that are not named above, as we will endeavour to support applications from all students  
who meet the entry criteria and who pass the interview process.

Please note that current place of study does not grant an automatic place: students must also meet  
other entry criteria and pass the interview process before a place is offered.

SUCCESS AT GCSE
In general, students are expected to demonstrate considerable success at GCSE level. This level is  
generally set as 5 A*-C grades at GCSE including a grade 4/5 in English/English Language/Literature  
and a grade 4/5 in Mathematics. However criteria from subject to subject do vary. Ensure you consult 
subject pages for more detail. 

Please note courses ‘equivalent to GCSE’ will be accepted at the college’s discretion and will be counted  
as one C (or above) GCSE grade, depending on the ‘volume’ and suitability of the qualification. 

PERFORMANCE AT INTERVIEW
In order to gain a Conditional Offer, students must be successful (‘Pass’) the interview. The interview is 
designed to assess the student’s aptitude in their chosen subjects and to assess the extent to which the 
college is likely to add value in terms of making a difference to the student’s future career. This will be known 
as a student’s ‘propensity’ and will be specifically scored during the interview process using the following 
ratings: 1) no evidence of propensity, 2) some evidence, 3) strong evidence.

TIMETABLE FOR APPLICATIONS AND ADMISSIONS 2017-2018
Students attend Open Event November 
Deadline for applications January 
Interviews of students who meet the application deadline November-February 
Offer letters sent March 
Transition Event/Taster Days July 
Publication of GCSE results August 
Enrolment August 
Induction September

All applications should be made using UCAS Progress. This is a Common Application Process (CAP) that 
is followed by most education and training providers across England to support students and parents in 
meeting the conditions set out under the Raising of Participation Age (RPA) agenda.
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